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McCardell proposes bold 
changes for student life 

By Sherry Schwarz 
and Megan Sowards 

News Editors 

On Monday's ahnual "opening-
of-the-year address," President Mc-
Cardell outlined a bold vision for 
Middlebury College, emphasizing 
three far-reaching changes for stu-
dent life: decentralized dining, a 
continuing residential commons 
system and on-campus faculty 
housing. McCardell proposed to 
implement these plans over the 
next 10 years as the college's enroll-
ment approaches 2,350. 

As Middlebury. continues to 
grow, McCardell fears that the col-
lege is straying further from its 
roots as a small, liberal arts school 
known for "intimate, face-to-face 
interactions." It is his hope that by 
creating commons communities, 
where students will live, eat and 
study together, Middlebury will live 
up to its reputation as an institution 
which fosters relationships between 
students, faculty and staff both in-
side and outside of the classroom, 
while increasing its student body. 

"I think we can do better and I 
think part of doing better has to do 
with creating or recreating opera-
tions on a size and a scale 
that...expands the opportunities 
[students] have for interaction with 
[their] classmates...," said Mc-
Cardell. "That a single entity of 
2,000 is too big, we will only too 
late discover when we reach 2,350." 

Now at a crossroads, with major 
renovations slated and bicentenni-

al fundraising potential estimated 
at more than $150 million, Middle-
bury needs to determine the course 
of its future."This is an opportuni-
ty; this is a time to consider 
change," said McCardell. 

The three points McCardell 
touched upon in his address are the 
core of a larger, more comprehen-
sive residential system he envisions 
for Middlebury. McCardell pre-
sented his proposition, entitled 
"Thoughts on the Educational 
Benefits of the Residential Liberal 
Arts College," to the Board of 
Trustees in May 1997 and to the 
faculty on Sept. 5. 

He outlined a system of small-
scale residential groupings of ap-
proximately 350-400 students. 
"Through these manageable 
groupings, students would gain a 
keener sense of belonging, respon-
sibility and empowerment as a re-
sult of living within one cluster of 
dormitories for several years...," 

(see McCardell, page 2) 

David Barreda 

Construction workers break ground on the land that is scheduled to house Bicentennial Hall by September 1999. 

Bulldozers blaze the way for Bicentennial Hall 
By Megan Mabee 

StaffWriter 

Construction workers broke 
ground in August for Bicentennial 
Hall, the state-of-the-art facility 
which will replace the current sci-
ence center and contain the depart-
ments of psychology, geography, 
physics, geology, chemistry, biology, 
biochemistry and a portion of envi-
ronmental studies. 

Although the construction of Bi-
centennial Hall has been anticipated 
for quite some time, the impact of 
blasting bedrock to create the base-
ment has dampened the enthusiasm 
of many of the students who live in 
the New Dorms. "We hear the horns 
every couple of minutes," one Lang 
resident recounted. "Then the whole 
dorm shakes." 
..-The^ roar of bulldozers and the 
tremors of explosions are small 
prices to pay, in the long run, for a 
center that will revolutionize the sci-
ence facilities at Middlebury. 

First and foremost, Bicentennial 
Hall will provide all professors with 
larger research spaces. In the current 
science building, some faculty mem-
bers lack their own research areas, 
while others have research spaces 
that are so small that students have 
no room to sit down while they are 

working on projects. 
Chemistry Professor Jim 

Larrabee emphasizes the impor-
tance of research spaces as an area 
where faculty members can serve as 
mentors to their students and teach 
them how to become laboratory sci-
entists. "That's why you come to 
Middlebury for science: to do the 
one-on-one research with faculty 
members that you can't do at a large 
university?' said Larrabee. 

Bicentennial Hall will also have 
informal learning spaces, close to 
faculty offices on each floor. These 
lounges will allow students to ask 
their professors questions about 
their homework. The planned sci-
ence library will be larger than the 
existing one, which provides little 
space for professorial offices. It will 
contain three large lecture rooms 
and various seminar rooms with 

high-tech audio-visual equipment, 
computer outlets for each student, 
and comfortable seats. 

The $47,200,000 Bicentennial 
Hall project will not be used exclu-- ' 
sively by science majors as the li-
brary and other study spaces will be 
built to attract students from all dis-
ciplines. In the summer, the labs and 
other classrooms will be used by lan-
guage school students. 

The construction of Bicentennial 
Hall will continue through the win-
ter and the framework of the build-
ing will be in place by this spring. 
Final construction is ékpected to be 
completed in June of 1999, and the 
building will be fully operational 
that September. A construction up-
date, open to the college communi-
ty, will take place Thursday, Sept. 25 
at 4:15 p.m. in Mitchell Green 
Lounge. 

SGA outlines its year-long agenda 

David Barreda 

President McCardell reveals his innovative plan to restructure campus life. 

By Jennifer Crystal 
StaffWriter 

The majority of the Middlebury 
community spent that last blissful 
week before school trying to soak 
up lingering rays of sunshine on the 
beach and enjoying the end of sum-
mer vacation. Student Government 
Association President Bryan Strat-
ton '98 and Vice President Alyson 
Cucci '98, however, spent that last 
week here at Middlebury, preparing 
for what Dean Ann Craig Hanson 
foresees as an "excellent and exciting 
year" for the 1997-'98 SGA. 

Having met with the Executive 
Committee over four times in the 
last week, Stratum believes that the 
group has "hit the ground running" 

and feels confident about its up-
coming tasks. Aside from Stratton 
and Cucci, key players in the SGA 
this year include'Chief of Staff Alex 
Zwerdling '00, Treasurer Dan Bryan 
'98, Secretary of Renovations John 
Felton '99, Secretary of Oversight 
Aaron Johnston '00, and Secretary 
of Student Alumni Relations 
Stephanie Crumb '00. 

Stratton said that these leaders 
make up "a core group of people 
with incredibly diverse mind-sets, 
that work well together." 

Although there are a range of 
tasks to be attacked and decisions to 
be executed during the year ahead, 
Stratton believes the most impor-
tant element on the agenda is the 

renovation of college facilities. Con-
cerning this matter, the SGA has al-
ready begun to evaluate President 
McCardell's recent proposal to re-
shape the structure of residential 
life. 

One of Stratton's priorities is the, 
overall safety of the campus. He 
would like to implement better 
lighting and more strategically 
placed emergency telephones. On 
the issue of security, the SGA in-
tends to explore the relationship be-
tween Campus Security and the stu-
dent body in order to foster better 
relations between the two. 

In addition to reconstruction and 
security issues, one of the SGA's 

(see SGA, page 3) 

Inside... 
President Bryan Stratton '98 updates stu-
dents on status of the SGA. 
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New street lights solve safety problems 
Matt Potenza 

taff Writer • 

The college began several con-
struction projects over the sum-
mer, including College Street ren-
ovations, the Ridgeline Woods 
housing project, plans to build a 
new ice rink and the construction 
of Bicentennial Hall. 

The renovation of College Street 
is the first of the projects slated to 
be completed. Construction is 
running on schedule and should 
be finished by the end of this 
month. 

The decision to renovate Col-
lege Street came as a part of the 
other major construction projects 
occûrring on campus. Before 
agreeing to issue the permit to 
build Bicentennial Hall, the town 
of Middlebury required the college 
to renovate College Street to allevi-

a te pedestrian safety concerns aris-
ing from two accidents last year. 

The $400,000 project will make 
College Street "look much nicer, 
like a boulevard," explained Phil 
Benoit, director of public affairs. 
The newly placed crosswalks will 
be better suited to student traffic 
patterns than the old ones. 

The new crosswalks will include 
"neckdowns," a feature that will ex-
tend the curb, making the street 
narrower for a student to cross and 
see beyond the parked cars to on-
coming traffic. "[The neckdowns] 
add a visible difference to College 
Street so that traffic coming from 
the west on a country highway will 
be more aware that it is now a 
pedestrian area," said Benoit. 

New lighting is also an impor-
tant part of the renovations. 
"Hopefully the students will be at-
tracted to the lights placed on the 
neckdowns at night," said Benoit. 
"That way students will be more 
likely to use the crosswalks and not 

McCardell opens school 
year with broad proposal 
(continued from page 1 ) 
wrote McCardell. 

Within each common, students, 
faculty and staff would be encour-
aged to interact in a more informal 
basis, bridging the gap between 
academic and social life. 

It is anticipated that by renovat-
ing the dormitories, making each 
equally appealing to all classes, stu-
dents would remain in the original 

Cardell. "Since dining is so impor-
tant a part of a student's day and 
since so much of an education that 
takes place outside of class is apt to 
take place at meal time, simply to 
assume that 2,350 students dining 
together under one roof comes 
close to making good on [Middle-
bury's] special claims... was in my 
judgment a mistaken notion." 

In keeping with McCardell's 

jaywalk." 
Another project that is well 

under way is the Ridgelin^Woods 
housing project. Four buildings 
that will house 30 students are near 
completion. Three houses will be 
ready by January 1998, and the 
fourth will be ready for summer 
students. The Zoo, ADP, and Tav-
ern, are expected to move into 
these houses. The future occupants 
of the fourth house are currendy 
undecidèd. 

Speaking to the issue of Ridge-
line Woods, Assistant Director of 
Residential Life Wendy Russell 
said, "We're aiming [to complete 
the project by] January, but it is a 
construction project and there 
could be unexpected delays." Rus-
sell commented that once in place, 
the new houses will help alleviate 
the pressure that the housing sys 
tern currently faces. 

Construction of a new ice rink 
is also scheduled for this year. "The 
permit is expected to clear any day 
now," said Benoit. "The ground 
could be broken as early as tomor-
row." The new rink will have in-
creased seating capacity, and the 
capability to have ice year-round. 
It will be linked to the natatorium. 

Dave Barreda 

New lights line College Street, in an effort to improve pedestrian safety. 

common selected for them views, if the new commons system 
throughout their four years. It is is initiated, each will include a din-
thought that if this plan should 
succeed, it will encourage more 
loyalty among the students toward 
their common. 

A senior "mentor," along with an 
assistant would advise the students 
of their common and help to orga-
nize events. Additionally, each 
common would have an individual 
dean of students and a resident fac-
ulty member. McCardell foresees 
such a system as an integral means 
of promoting curricular peaks, as 
well as providing for more discus-
sions and activities. 

Part of McCardell's proposed 
residential design is a structural 
change to a central part of Middle-
bury: dining. "The more I thought 
about [centralized dining]...the 
more [I] came to the conclusion 
that this was an assumption that 
needed to be tested," said Mc-

ing facility, where students would 
be encouraged to eat the majority 
of their meals. 

Students would not be limited to 
eating only at their common, how-
ever, as McCardell intends to sus-
tain cross-commons interaction 
similar to that which is currently in 
place. 

At the trustee retreat this week-
end, which includes members of 
the Student Government Associa-
tion's Executive Board, participants 
will review the plan as it exists 
presently. During the course of the 
year, McCardell has said he will 
fine-tune his vision through a se-
ries of community discussions. Ul-
timately, though, it will be the 
trustees who, in May 1998, have the 
final authority to put into effect a 
new system that will significantly 
alter residential life at Middlebury. 
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Housing crunch affects students again 
Kate Barch 

" Staff Writer 

Established as a residential col-
lege, Middlebury is now chal-
lenged to uphold its promise to 
provide living quarters for just 
under 2,100 students, who are 
guaranteed 
housing this aca-
demic year. 

"Crunch" is 
thé most fre-
quent sound bite 
out of the Resi-
dential Life of-
fice, where Assis-
tant Director 
Wendy Russell admits "there is no 
room to move" for the college's 
students, who have filled every 
bed on and off campus, causing a 
more serious "housing crunch" 
than in years past. 

"It's no secret that the residen-
tial sector of the college must op-
erate like a business, so every bed 
must be filled," says Russell, who 
added that the college likes to 
maintain a "cushion" of 10 to 20 
beds to allow for change through-
out the year. 

This fall, however, there was lit-
tle padding left when a large en-
tering class of 574 students moved 
into the rooms reserved for first-
years. President McCardell's 
steadfast promise that lounges 
would remain as lounges and not 
as bedrooms has enhanced the so-
cial space in many first-year 

dorms, though the disparity be-
tween the number of students and 
beds must.be made up some-
where. The inconveniences that 
accompany the housing shortage 
have primarily fallen to sopho-
mores, some of whom have found 

themselves in 
social houses 
such as Zoo and 
ADP where they 
are not mem-
bers. 

"It was disap-
pointing that 
our member-
ship didn't fill 

the house," said Zoo President Jon 
Elder '98. "But, having non-mem-
bers in the house has actually 
spiced up the atmosphere and 
things have gone smoothly." 

Elder is not the only one with a 
positive outlook on the unfortu-
nate situation. Many seniors re-
turned to Middlebury only to hear 
that more off-campus housing al-
ternatives had been made avail-
able during the latter portion of 
the summer. Here too there is a 
catch. Though there is not an ex-
isting town ordinance which lim-
its the number of students living 
off campus, there is what Russell 
calls an "informal" agreement with 
the townspeople. 

In previous years, noise com-
plaints and other issues have com-
plicated the situation of Middle-
bury students residing beyond the 

campus boundaries. 
The Residential Life staff must 

now take into consideration the 
economics of acquiring more off-
campus homes and apartments. 
As demand increases, Russell and 
others fear that rent in Middle-
bury and the surrounding areas 
may skyrocket, making it foolish 
for the college to continue spon-
soring these upperclassmen op-
tions. 

Above all, Middlebury looks to 
alleviate the strain placed on its 
existing housing when overcrowd-
ing occurs and to ensure that stu-
dents are somehow able to feel a 
part of the residential atmosphere 
of the College. 

Participate in the Student 
Activities Fair on Monday, 

Sept. 15 from 6:30-7:30p.m. 
on the McCullough floor. 

Last of the lazy summer days 

David Barreda 
Savoring the last moments of summer, a student lounges on the 
lawn outside of the Chateau before going to class. 

SGA outlines its year 
(continued from page 1) 
main goals this year is to plan more 
weekend activities for students. "I 
want students to see the college as a 
fun and safe place to spend the 
weekend," said Stratton. In conjunc-
tion with this, he plans to clear up 
what he perceives as misconceptions 
about the general alcohol policy. 

Also on the SGA's docket are 
plans to re-evaluate some of its cur-
rent committees as well as the Com-
mons system. 

The cornerstone of Stratum's ad-
ministration will be to open the 
lines of communication between the 
SG A and the students, in an attempt 
to make the system more effective. 
"We want to find out what's impor-
tant to students so that we can 
change things in a positive way, 
without students feeling that the ad-
ministration is just making changes 
without student input," said Cucei." 
I hope people are excited about 
being involved. The SGA is a good 

resource for all types of issues or or-
ganizations at Middlebury." 

SGA officers strongly encourage 
the student body to work closely 
with them during the year. Positions 
for Community Council, Judicial 
Review Board, and Judicial Council 
are still available. Applications can 
be picked up in the SGA office and 
are due by Sept. 17. Applications for 
other committees yet to be an-
nounced will be due Sept. 24. Elec-
tions will be held on Oct. 1. 
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Editorial 
An Un - Common System 

This summer while construction was beginning on such 
projects as Bicentennial Hall and Ridgeline Woods, construction 
of another sort was coming to fruition in college administrative 
offices and board rooms. Prompted by the inevitable and com 
prehensive changes recommended through the Facilities Plan, in 
conjunction with the findings of the Commons Review Com-
mittee and an ever-increasing enrollment, President McCardell 
began constructing a vision for Middlebury s future. A vision 
which paradoxically at once stands to secure our small college 
atmosphere in the face of continuing expansion, while simulta-
neously inviting the threat of losing the small college. 

This vision is nothing less than a total reconfiguration of 
Middlebury College, based primarily on the idea of a revitalized 
and vastly more prominent Commons system. President Mc 
Cardell has argued that this system will enable Middlebury to re 
turn to the fundamental premises that the college has endorsed 
for 200 years. But at what cost? 

For 200 years Middlebury has been the epitome of the 
small liberal arts college. It is for this very reason that students 
have continued to fight for acceptance to the college year after 
year. During this same time decisions were continually made to 
expand the student body. Until now, what was once the arche 
type of the small liberal arts college is reduced to "offering the 
feel of a small liberal arts college." 

The claim has been made that this plan is a way for Mid-
dlebury to return to its original" founding vision. The Plan ulti-
mately seems to represent a way for the college to have its 200th 
birthday cake and eat it too. The Board of Trustees could con-
tinue increasing enrollment while telling alumni, current stu 
dents, and perspective students that the college will maintain all 
the same qualities for which it has long been know. 

There should be little doubt that the proposal is both 
progressive and imaginative. Even in its most modest conception 
such a system would greatly improve many aspects of student 
life. Furthermore, if expansion of the student body continues at 
the present pace, the Middlebury of the future will in many ways 
be unrecognizable to past and present students any way. Under 
such circumstances this proposal might be the only way to at 
least infuse some of the founders fundamental ideals into the 
institution of the future. But the sad fact remains that such an 
institution, though perhaps promising and necessary, will not 
be, as some believe, a more perfect vision of the original. 
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Letters to the Editor 

Annual opening address held at inopportune time 
President McCardell's annual 

opening-of-the-year address was 
held on Monday, September 8 at 
12:30 pm. Although it lived up 
to its name, the address need not 

Monica Dean '99.5 
J.''''; - — ^ 

have, been delivered in the midst 
of the first day of classes, when 
students were buying books and 
enjoying a lunch break with old 
friends. 

This speech would still be 
deemed "opening-of-the-year 
address" were it held on the 
evening of any day other than 
Monday during the first week of 
school. 

One would like to think that 
an institution of higher learning, 
especially one which claims to 
have its students' desires and ed-
ucational interests at the core of 
its decisions would not arrange 
for its president to give one of 
the most important speeches of 
the year at a time clearly unsuit-

ed to meet the needs and sched-
ules of students. I do not mean to 
suggest by this statement that 
faculty are not a part of our 
"community." Undoubtedly, the 
faculty is a crucial part of Mid-
dlebury, however, it was privy to 
the same information McCardell 
shared on Monday a week earli-
er, on Friday, September 5, at its 
faculty meeting. Therefore, the 
faculty need not have been a pri-
mary concern when McCardell 
and the administration were de-
ciding the best time to address 
the College. 

McCardell's aspirations for 
the future of residential life at 
Middlebury are revolutionary 
for this school and should not be 
taken lightly, that is to say, with-
out much skepticism and input 
on the part of students. Mc-
Cardell himself implied that he 
would encourage student partic-
ipation in the reshaping of Mid-
dlebury when he said" that if the 
facilities plait is approved, there public. 

will be a thousand and one de-
tails to be worked out, and it will 
properly fall to this community 
over the course of the year to 
have those discussions." 

If McCardell and the adminis-
tration sincerely want the stu-
dents of this college to consider 
his plans seriously and to work 
with him in order to achieve the 
goals he laid out on Monday, 
then I suggest he find a better 
time to deliver the commendable 
opening-of-the-year speech 
which he set into precedent just 
a few years ago. 

It would seem that at seven o'-
clock in the evening, a few days 
into classes, when the chaos of 
coming back to school has sub-
sided, more students and, per-
haps, more townspeople would 
be apt to enter Mead Chapel to 
learn where Middlebury is head-
ing, who is taking it there, and 
why we students should be going 
along as an active, not a passive, 

Stratton informs the student body on SQA standing 
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Welcome back. This is to be 
the first of a (hopefully) weekly 
column which will provide my 
insights into what the SGA is up 
to and how what I'm doing af-
fects what you're doing. Notice I 

Bryan Stratton '98 

use the pronoun "I." This isn't be-
cause I'm a power-mad dictator; 
it's because I don't want to speak 
for any member of SGA other 
than myself. We're a very diverse 
group of people this year, and 
generalizations just will not do. 
So first, let me tell you what I did, 
then I'll tell you what I'm doing, 
and then I'll tell you what I plan 
to do. 

This summer, J spent my free 
time teaching computer classés 
to adult students and DJ-ing at 

the only strip club in Vermont, 
Planet Rock, in my hometown of 
Barre. I figured I wasn't sleazy 
enough for politics, and, in my 
opinion, it was better prepara-
tion for my current role than any 
number of workshops or intern-
ships could have been. I also 
managed to drive to Middlebury 
at least once a week for most of 
the summer and make a lot of 
phone calls, many of which were 
not returned. 

Since I've been back, the SGA 
Executive Committee has met 
four or five times (depending on 
when you read this), has had din-
ner with President McCardell, 
has been oriented by Francy, 
Magee, has argued, has laughed, 
and has generally decided that, 
yes, we can do this, and, yes, we 
can do it differently and better 

than anyone who has come be-
fore us. 

I did have to make two small 
changes to the Executive Com-
mittee: Jason Oléet '00 was ap-
pointed Secretary of Represen-
tatives after the original 
appointment period. Also, 
Stephanie Hunt '99 decided that 
she was unable to fill the rôle of 
Recording Secretary/Secretary 
of Publicity for personal reasons, 
so the title was offered to Irakly 
Areshidze '00, and he sold his 
soul and accepted. 

As for the upcoming year, the 
SGA have a whole host of issues 
to tackle, some of them by our 
own choice, some of them not. A 
good example of the latter is the 
proposed commons-based resi-
dential system which President 

(see Stratton, page 5) 
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McCardell s commons proposal will unite students 
This article will present a four 

fold categorization of the present 
intellectual state of the Middle-
bury College student body so as to 
facilitate our consideration of 
some of the benefits of President 
McCardell's ambitious commons 
proposal. 

Damjan de Krnjevic-
Miscovic '98 

I posit that most, if not all, stu-
dents fit into one of the following 
four categories of intellectual per-
formance: The careful and 
thoughtful student I should wish 
to call those who belong to my first 
category . The opinionated 

rhetorician is how I should term 
my second category. The unknow-
ingly anti-contemplative student I 
submit as a name for my third cat-
egory, while the purposefully anti-
contemplative student makes up 
my fourth category. 

The most undignified category 
to belong to is the fourth one. By 
most undignified I mean that since 
each one of us has chosen to attend 
and live in an excellent institutiort 
of higher learning, and that since 
part of the dignity of attending 
college is for each one of us to take 
ourselves, our thoughts and our 
actions seriously, not to do so by 
design is self-destructive. In fact, 
the purposeful self-rejection of 

one's own intellectual development 
is quite worrisome. One should se-
riously reconsider what college is 
about if the primary reason for 
being here is non-academic. By 
coming to college, each one of us 
acknowledges that the cultivation 
of the mind is most important to 
us. What if a student had come to 
college to find himself? Well, find-
ing yourself intellectually will cer-
tainly not happen if you go about 
it by spending more time in the so-
cial houses than in the classroom 
and the library over the last three 
years. That is pathetic. Not that 
there are not worthwhile events 
and activities that go on in social 
houses, but no one would serious-

Education needed to guard Republic 
On Monday, during his annual 

Opening of the School Year Ad-
dress, President McCardell de-
clared that Middlebury today, at 
the time when it is doing better 

Irakly Areshidze '00 

than it has ever before, has an op-
portunity to determine exactly 
what kind of college it wants to be. 
He focused this discussion of the 
college's future on his proposal for 
a new residential life system which 
calls for continuous commons 
housing, i.e. students would end up 
spending most of their college ca-
reer living in one commons. In ad-
dition, the plan calls for decentral-
ized dining and more faculty 
participation to foster greater fac-
ulty-student interaction. 

In short, under this vision the 
commons, a number of smaller 
replicas of Middlebury College, 
will become the central compo-
nent of life at Middlebury, much 
like Colleges are at Yale and Hous-
es are at Harvard. President Mc-
Cardell believes that such a resi-
dential system will make 
Middlebury more like what it 
claims to be. 

Over the course of the year, this 
community shall engage in an ex-
tensive discussion of this proposal. 
This debate is timely. President 
McCardell and the rest of the ad-
ministration deserve a great deal of 
praise for the work that they did on 
this subject over the course of this 
summer in setting up the discus-
sion that we are about to embark 
on. However, since the debate is 
still being shaped and the battle 
grounds have not yet been drawn, 
I would like to introduce another 
dimension to the question of what 
kind of college do we want Mid-
dlebury to be. 

This dimension comes from the 
perspective that the education we 
receive here has a purpose. In other 
words, once we receive our diplo-
mas we must have learned "some-
thing" in addition to our degree. If 
this is true, than the goal of any 
changes must be to make Middle-
bury better at instilling in its stu-
dents this "something". 

It is often claimed that the Unit-
ed States is a democracy. This is 
probably true; however, the proper 
definition for the American system 
of government is a republic — this 
goes back to Madison and Federal-
ist Paper# 10. By accepting the no-
tion that this nation is a republic, 

one is forced to confront a claim 
that for a republic to survive very 
special citizens are necessary. Lor-
raine and Tom Pangle, in their 
book The Learning of Liberty, 
write that traditionally, "republics 
... require an extraordinary degree 
of self-spiritedness, self-restraint, 
and practical wisdom in their citi-
zens." These qualities that the Pan-
gles' describe are that "something" 
that we must learn here at Middle-
bury. 

The only means of fostering 
these qualities in people is through 
education within special commu-
nities whose purpose is to foster 
them. 

What does it mean to be a re-
publican citizen with "self-spirit-
edness, self-restraint, and practical 
wisdom"? Let me suggest that these 
are men who believe that they can 
make a difference, who think Of 
others before they think of them-
selves and who understand that 
citizenship comes with certain re-
sponsibilities which must be kept. 

William Faulkner, in his Noble 
Prize acceptance speech, described 
certain people who "are in conflict 
with their hearts." These Faulkner 
characters also remind me of re-
publican citizens, men who care 
about the state of their hearts and 
the state of their souls. 

Towards the end of one of my 
favorite books, The Chosen by 
Chaim Potok, one finds the follow-
ing passage: "We [human beings] 
live less than the time it takes to 
blink an eye, if we measure our 
lives against the eternity. So it may 
be asked what is there to a human 
life. There [is so much pain in the 
world. What does it mean to have 
to suffer so much if our lives are 
nothing more than a blink of an 
eye? I learned a long timé ago that 
a blink of an eye in itself is noth-
ing. But the eye that blinks, that is 
something. A span of life is noth-
ing. But the man who lives that 
span, he is something. He can fill 
that tiny span with meaning, so its 
quality is immeasurable though its 
quantity may be insignificant." 
Therefore, we could choose to lead 
our lives as if they were a blink of 
an eye and do nothing or we could 
spend our lives blinking our eyes. 
Republican citizens must do a lot 
of blinking! 

if the purpose ofMiddlebury's 
education is to train republican 
citizens, then we must approach 
the question of residential life by 
keeping in mind the feet that the 

experience offered here must teach 
all students some very important 
things. Liberal education (tradi-
tionally understood) is a main 
component of such training. How-
ever, education of citizens must 
take place all the time. President 
McCardell is dead right that edu-

' cation should take place around 
the clock. That is why the shape of 
the entire community becomes 
veryimportantr 

I am not sure what the best ed-
ucation community is. There is a 
whole year ahead of us to contem-
plate this question. However, in 
this first letter of the year, I wanted 
to introduce the reader to the pos-
sibility that the discussion of the 

, administration's residential life 
proposal has much more far reach-
ing consequences than where we 
eat and live. It is because of these 
far reaching consequences that the 
"faculty involvement in student 
life" portion of the proposal is the 
most important element of the 
plan. 

This community is responsible 
for raising citizens who can help 
preserve a republic which is very 
fragile. That is much more impor-
tant than the positive and negative 
effects of President McCardell's 
plan. 

ly argue that any of these activities 
cultivate the mind in any mean-
ingful way. 

The third category of students, 
those whcpùnknowingly reject the 
activity of contemplation, are, in a 
sense, the most important to un-
derstand. I group many different 
sorts of people in this category. It is 
possible that such students have 
not considered the fact that there 
might be some subjects, some aca-
demic majors, which are more in-
tellectually important than others. 
Or they have opted to specialize 
too early, comporting themselves 
as though they attended a univer-
sity. They often have no time, until 
perhaps the spring semester of 
their senior year, to take a class that 
is much beyond their narrow scope 
of inquiry. Students such as these 
take their academic studies very 
seriously, but perhaps do so in too 
narrow a way. Often, to fulfill re-
quirements, they take fluffy classes 
so as to not distract themselves too 
rigorously from their main disci-
pline. I see this as a rejection of 
contemplation, of sorts, because 
such students, ambitious to be 
sure, do not take the time to think 
about why it is that they are actu-
ally ̂ pursuing their chosen disci-
pline, since they are too engaged in 
it. The opportunity for critical self-
examination becomes remote. 
These students are, for all intents 
and purposes, intellectually both 
hungry and satisfied. Yet they sat-
isfy their hunger, all too often, with 
tasty fast food, unaware of the 
other delicacies being offered to 
them. 

The second category of students 
are those who have lots of views on 
lots of subjects. Most are well-read, 
and quite articulate. They know 
how to use words in very clever 
ways. They write very good essays 
and then boast about how easy it is 
to get a good grade with little ef-
fort, In conversation, they often 
speak for long periods of time 
without actually saying anything, 
quoting this thinker and that sci-
entist. You could call them "mental 
masturbators." Such students 

argue for the sake of arguing, both 
in class and outside of it. Or they 
just spit out reflections of other 
people which they have read some-
where, not really thinking these ar-
guments through. They do not 
have, or chose to ignore, the 
knowledge that contemplation is 
not mere sport. College for them, 
in other words, is a place to fine-
tune their rhetorical skills through 
the acquisition of a good library. 
They engage in contemplation not 
for its own sake, but rather for the 
sake of their own over-estimated 
self-glorification. In the best case 
scenario, such students become 
gadflies; in the worst case scenario, 
they become nuisances, perhaps 
going on to become what the man 
on the street refers to as an "intel-
lectual" 

The first category is made up of 
thoughtful students, of those who 
have sought liberation from the 
conventions of their surroundings, 
who have actively sought to bring 
about their own enlightenment 
thought contemplative activity. No 
one, or at least not many, come to 
college with the knowledge that he 
or she is here to be turned away 
from the popular ideas and as-
sumptions of the society in which 
he lives, so as to be able to truly 
think without prejudice. That 
would be assuming too much. 
Some are fortunate to have parents 
or teachers who instill these view-
points to their children before col-
lege, but most are not. Thus, these 
students acquire, over the course of 
four years, the ability to conduct 
themselves, intellectually speak-
ing, on a level that goes beyond 
what present-day society deems to 
be the greatest human achieve-
ment. Such students become cul-
tured, in the most profound sense 
of the term. They think, they con-
template, they become informed 
citizens, and, regardless of what 
they do in their lives, they keep a 
certain refinement that others do 
not, will never, and do not wish to 
have. These students humble 
themselves before the thoughts of 

(see Revolutionary, page 6) 

Stratton updates students about SQA proceedings 
(continued from page 4) 
McCardell has proposed to the 
trustees. Without going into more 
detail than I'm allowed (every-
thing I've received has been 
stamped "CONFIDENTIAL"), the 
plan includes some broad, sweep-
ing changes to Middlebury Col-
lege, some of which I agree with, 
some of which I don't, and many 
which are still in so much of 
a formative stage that it's im-
possible to pass a judgment 
on them either way. 

A specific goal I personal-
ly will push the SG A to work 

ing and get a good night's sleep 
before their rigorous academic life 
began anew? Or does it imply that 
there was a lot of binge drinking in 
individual students' rooms and 
general merriment off-campus, 
both of which are not practically 
within Security's power to control? 
What is keeping students from 
having a good time on campus? I 

A specific goal I personally will 
push the SGA to work towards is 
the resolution of the many and 
tangled issues of campus safety. 

towards is the resolution of the 
many and tangled issues of cam-
pus safety. Beyond better lighting 
and emergency phones in the 
parking lots . both of which I 
strongly advocate, I would like to 
see the Campus revive itself safely. 

Last year's Senior Week was the 
Ipaçt artîvA I'va m»r cMn tki'c f am-
pus. This year's first weekend be-
fore classes was even worse. Does 
this mean .that, as a unit, the Mid-
dlebury College student body de-
cided to quit drinking, quit party-

think you're oversimplifying the 
matter if you believe any one force 
or side of the issue is responsible 
for the result. And, of course, no 
one believes it is "their" fault. 
Which brings me to my next-
point: ; 

If there is one thing I would like 
ja cm achieved this year by the 
SGA, it is to develop and encour-
age communication between stu-
dents, faculty, and administration. 
Evèry year, it seems like the1 cam-
pus divides itself up into smaller 

and smaller groups. The idea of a 
"student body" is almost a non-
issue right now. The SGA is the 
students' best bet at sending any 
message to the administration or 
the trustees, but that message will 
not be taken seriously by anyone 
in authority if only 10% of the 
campus stands behind it. 

We've got elections coming up 
on October first. We've got 
committee appointment 
applications due on the 
17th (for Community 
Council, Judicial Commit-
tee and Judicial Review 

Board) and the 24th (for anything 
else). Run for representative of 
whatever it is you're a representa-
tive of. Get yourself appointed to a 
committee if you'd rather not 
make a public spectacle of your-
self. If you don't do either of those, 
just vote. Only 63% of the campus 
voted in the Presidential/Vice-
Presidential elections. We've got a 
long way to go. 

Feedback is always welcome 
and can be sent to Box 3362 or to 
stratton@panther.middlebury.edu 

mailto:stratton@panther.middlebury.edu
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Contemporary pop culture taken over by corporate America 
This summer I was chatting 

with my father's friend when he 
asked me if I thought "cool was 
dead." I think he got this idea by 
reading a Time Magazine special 

Noah Bruce '98 

on Generation X or some such 
trash, but it occurred to me that in 
a very real way maybe his question 
held water. 

I thought about every time I saw 
a TV commercial that used a rock 
song to sell some product; I 
thought about the Beatles "Revolu-
tion"used in . that Nike ad; I 
thought about the Stones' "Start 
Me Up" in the Microsoft Windows 
'95 commercial; I thought about 
Kurt VonnegUt doing his straight-
faced pitch for American Express. 

In order to understand how 
these ads pervert the cool we must 
first define what cool is. 

I was reading a progressive 
magazine that said that cool was 
born when the first slave figured 

out how to make chidings from the appetite for product I feel pimped! 
master's discarded meat. I'm not I feel that someone sold out. 
sure this is true (George Clinton And there is no worse or greater 
and Lao-Tzu ensure us that funk is engine of this selling out and 
inherent in the nature of the uni- pimping of culture than MTV. I've 
verse), but I like the definition any- read the MTV hater's homepage 
way because it gets to the heart of and most of the articles are 
the matter. It says that cool is to be laments about the now famous 
found outside the values and be-
liefs of the mainstream culture. 
Muhammad Ali was cool; Michael 
Moore, director of the movie 
"Roger and Me", was cool; the 
Populist Party was cool. St. Francis 
was cool; the Beat Generation was 
cool; John Coltrane was cool. 
Lawrence Welk was not cool and 
neither was Johnny Carson, al-
though he could be funny. Of 
course, simply being outside the 
mainstream does not necessarily 
make one cool, as Charles Manson 
and Ross Perot clearly show. 

So when Kurt Vonnegut or the 
Rolling Stones, both of whom orig-
inated as cool anti-mainstream 
artists, are used by corporate 
America to whet the consumer's 

lack of music on music television. 
One outraged fellow proceeded to 
compare MTV to the Hitler Youth. 
These guys either miss the point or 
are simply nuts. MTV has, howev-
er, succeeded in dealing a serious 
wound to cool. 

MTV seeks to merge the cool 
(youth music and culture) with the 
uncool (corporate America). At 
this stage of American history it is 
impossible that these two institu-
tions can coexist happily in the 
same entity. When MTV came on 
the scene it seemed cool. Most of 
the air time was taken up by 
videos. The MTV Vjs Martha 
Quinn, Adam Curry (despite the 
glam rock hair) and Kurt Loder 
seemed down to earth and real. 

Student desires later start to semester 
Starting the college semester on 

a Wednesday would seem to make a 
lot more sense than the current 
schedule which has us beginning on 
a Monday. The midweek start date 

Dave Riedel '98 

would make a number of things 
much easier for students, faculty 
and staff. 

The idea for this change in Mid-
dlebury's current schedule is not 
novel but is based on the precedent 
of several other colleges with which 
I am familiar. William and Mary 
(from which I transferred to Mid-
dlebury), Dickinson and Bucknell 
all utilize a Wednesday as the offi-
cial beginning of classes for each 

semester. This is much easier on the 
students of these schools than 
would be a Monday start. 

Many students at Middlebury 
travel long distances to school every 
year, and a lot do so by car there are 
a multitude of cars in the lots from 
this country's western —states as 
well as its southernmost ones. The 
students who drive several days and 
in some cases across time zones are 
in no way settled in and ready to 
begin classes on a Monday when 
they just arrived the previous Sat-
urday. Every summer, the residen-
tial life staff sends out a warning to 
all the students describing the 
problems created by early move-
ins. By starting school on a Wednes-
day, this problem would be solved 

as students would arrive on the 
weekend (which would be 2 or 3 full 
days before classes) and could set-
tle in instead of coming 2 or 3 days 
before Monday (a Thursday or Fri-
day) and creating problems for the 
cleaning and maintenance crews. 

There are numerous other ad-
vantages to starting on a Wednes-
day. When we arrive on the week-
end prior to a Monday start of 
classes, all college offices are of 

MTV News was an informative 
source for updates on the music 
world and not just hype for Fleet-
wood Mack's reunion tour. Soon 
the Headbanger's Ball and YO! 
MTV Raps with Ed Lover and Dr. 
Dre (not Snoop's buddy) were 
added, continuing the trend to 
market popular, yet not middle 
American youth music. 

I don't know if MTV ever meant 
to be a true source for the promo-
tion of youth culture or if money 
was the sole goal from day one, but 
since then things went wrong. 
Watch the channel for five minutes 
and you will see that no matter 
how many times Bill Bellamy says 
he's "keeping it real," no one at the 
station really is. The entire pro-
gramming lineup is a setup to 
market their prefabricated culture. 
That is, the station is not attempt-
ing to find something new and 
cool, says some undiscovered per-
former in some club; rather station 
executives, with a 13-16 year old 
target audience in mind, hand pick 
some good looking and appropri-
ately dressed young people (body 
piercing, shades, baggy clothes), 
arm them with some catch '90's 
slang ("Yo! Yo! Yot,""We just chill-
ing/hanging, "Ain't nothing but a 
party y'all") and thrust them in 
front of a camera to host the Grind 
or the MTV Beach House. 

But the whole thing reeks of fak-
ery and awfulness. And what's 
worst of all is that a good chunk of 
the young kids in this country, in-
stead of saying "Man, this isn't 
what we're all about," say "Yeah bro, 

Interfaith Center hopes to 
serve student spiritual needs 

As a rather frantic, and soon-
to-be rewarding semester begins, 
peace of mind and spiritual well-
ness seem low on the list of prior-
ities. I am beginning my fourth 

Kate Batch '98 
year at a school that has offered 
me a chance to be a leader, a fol-
lower, a planner and an over-com-
mitted participant in campus life. 
I am a typical Middlebury stu-
dent. 

Twenty-six years ago Steven 
Rockefeller envisioned an Inter-
faith Center as a haven for all stu-
dents seeking to share their faith, 
learn about their neighbor's be-
liefs or take part in cultural meals 
and service opportunities spon-
sored by student organizations. In 
short, it was to be a peaceful, re-
flective place. Whether far from 
the maddening crowd, or right at 
it's core, the Interfaith Center of 
Rockefeller's imagination would 
be a gathering place to further the 
sense of community on a campus 
with growing diversity, end might 
provide a forum tt> discuss the di-

dress the developing needs of a 
"small" college gone "big." Parti-
tioning the campus may in fact 
benefit students' social lives as a 
spirited atmosphere and good-
humored competitiveness arise 
out of a residential commons sys-
tem. However, a "divide and con-
quer" strategy can't resolve every 
inadequacy in Middlebury life. 

There are some aspects of stu-
dent life that are best if shared and 
understood by the larger commu-
nity. 

An Interfaith Center, proposed 
again last year and given second-
level priority on the facilities plan, 
could be an exciting means of 
building community on and off 
the Middlebury campus in the 
coming years of growth. 

Developing a strong commons 
system and a more idyllic campus 
life shouldn't mean that we be-
come more detached from one an-
other or from the town that sur-
rounds us. I hope that the concept 
of an Interfaith Center will receive 
significant attention in the up-
coming academic year and that 
the sharing of faiths and service to 

1 visions^ thai accompany for ' ;T ' ̂  Middlebury the college and the 
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dential commorts syStem will ad- the proposal. 

course closed. What happens if 
one's phone is not hooked up? What 
happens if one needs to speak to a 
dean about two conflicting, essen-
tial classes in his schedule that start 
at 8:00 a.m. Monday morning? 
What happens if one needs to speak 
with his advisor about taking a cer-
tain class? What if someone were 
abroad and she needs to get per-
mission from a professor to enroll 
in a new class? What if I have to take 
care of a financial matter? All of 
these situations could be easily han-
dled on the Monday and Tuesday 
preceding classes instead of having 
us literally running around between 
classes to accomplish them only to 
find that professor in class, or that 
dean in a meeting, or the line at the 
cashier all the way down the hall. 
An awful lot of the first-week stress 
could thereby be eliminated. 

Speaking of stress, has anyone 
ever attempted to purchase their 
books during the first few days of 
classes? Lower Proctor is an ab-
solute madhouse. 

Wouldn't it be much easier on 
the students and the staff if the 
bookstore would be open the two 
days prior to classes? That way, peo-
ple could buy their books at their 
own leisure and have them before 
classes started, This method would 
be much more conducive to getting 
things accomplished. 

By starting classes on a Wednes-
day, so much stress would be re-
lieved, so many problems would be 
eliminated and so many people 
would be so much happier. I could 
list probably a dozen more reasons, 
but time and space are at a premi-
um. A simple alteration in the cur-
rent schedule would be all that is 
necessafy to scSviea variety of prob-
lems at Middlebury. 

that's what I want to be, that's who 
I have to be, I'm going out to buy a 
Puff Daddy CD right now." It's like 
high school conformity on an in 

ternational level. 
Perhaps the most embarrassing 

show of all is Singled Out: 50 con-
testants are whittled down to three 
as they are weeded out on the basis 
of hair length, kissing styles and 
butt size. Finally three become one, 
and when the guy sitting with his 
back to the contestants finally 
meets his date he either joyfully 
hugs her or gives the camera 
squeamish face (if she doesn't 
measure up) and embraces her at 
arms length. Then the two lucky 
kids dance to some real hip dance 
music. The show used to be hosted 
by Jenny McCarthy, once a Playboy 
Centerfold, now a household 
name, who is the epitome of car-
bon-copy beauty and air-headed-
ness so genuine that its integrity is 
the one thing on the show beyond 
reproach. 

Today Jenny is a VJ herself, and 
her replacement Carmen Electra, 
also an ex-centerfold, is forced to 
try to fill Jenny's mighty big shoes 
or, should I say, cups. 

So maybe cool is dead, or maybe 
its just slumbering in independent 
labels and in blues clubs and on 
college radio stations. Maybe some 
rock star will start a revolt against 
MTV but right now even the 
young stars who seem to be more 
substance than hype (Wu-Tang 
Clan, Beck) support the channel. 
Maybe they can't afford not to. And 
that is sad because it means that 
corporate America, in the guise of 
MTV, has managed to pose itself as 
the cool. And they have convinced 
millions of MTV watchers that this 
is true. 

Maybe if I was my dad's age and 
I flipped on MTV, I would wonder 
if cool was dead too. 

pro] 
unite community 

(continued from page 5) 
those more intelligent than they. 
They understand that words have a 
sensual pleasure in and of them-
selves and should not be spoken 
but for good reason. They come to 
understand that there are true 
standards to human conduct with-
out being self-confident enough to 
believe that they know or will ever 
know what those standards actual-
ly are. Thus they always view 
everything in the world with criti-
cal openness, with a hope that they 
will come to truly understand 
whatever it is that they are con-
templating. And most importantly, 
they do all of these things for 
themselves, not for others, not nec-
essarily to become "leaders," and 
certainly not for the sake of ap-
pearance. 

Now this new commons pro-
posal will require of students to 
surrender some of their freedom 
to choose. One student might not 
be able to live in Pearsons, another 
might be encouraged to eat in one 
dining hall over another, a third 
student might be asked to have a 

lustrate with examples: A student 
who belongs to the fourth catego-
ry would have enough time to 
"find himself" and develop his 
mind in the proper way. A third 
category student might be directed 
to sit at a table with fellow students 
who have very different academic 
interests. He would get to know 
them, and might even begin to like 
some of them. In this way, he could 
still specialize as early as he felt 
that he had to, but he could get a 
more rounded education, albeit 
outside the classroom. 

A second category student 
might have his outlandish state-
ments challenged a little more se-
riously, and might over time be-
come a more serious human being. 
And finally, a first category student 
would thrive even more in an at-
mosphere where the probability of 
finding more like-minded people 
could conceivably increase. 

So I say again, the new com-
mons proposal is quite ambitious. 
Suffice it to say, for the moment, 
that the intellectual seriousness 
stat]us quo on this campus is not as 

civilized conversation over dinner . good as it could be, and that this 
with a faculty member. What awful plan would improve it to a level 
freedoms to surrender. comparable to some of the truly 

In return^ students will become world-class institutions of higher 
part of an institutional atmosphere leaning in this country, 
which shall have as its goal to pro- r f Ajmore intense intellectual life 
vide an environment where more c is foe only thing that is missing. We 
thoqgbtfidchoices can be made — have the faculty. Now all we need 

.. both ident ica l ly and socially, I il-- 3 ai§ ptudents. 



By MayaThiagarajan 
Features Editor 

This year's first-year stuttent ori-
entation program was designed dif-
ferently from previous years. All 
students attended four days of on-
campus orientation and then each 
student chose one of three different 
off-campus program for their last 
three days. Students chose between 
three options: MOO, or Middlebury 
Outdoor Orientation,"This is Ver-
mont," and Volunteer Preview'' Un-
like previous years where incoming 
students had to pay a separate 
amount for a special orientation trip 
such as MOO which preceded the 
regular on-campus orientation, this 
year all students were expected to 
participate in one of the three spe-
cial programs and the fee for these 
trips was integrated into the overall 
fee for orientation. 

The first-year students unani-
mously agreed that they would have 
preferred the off-campus orienta-
tion to precede the regular on-cam-
pus orientation for a variety of rea-
sons.'T met a lot of really fun people 
during the regular orientation and it 
was hard to have to start over and 
meet a whole lot of new people dur-
ing Volunteer Preview," said Ellen 
Guettler '01. Many students ex-
pressed negative sentiments about 
being given homework for their 
freshman seminar during the latter 
half of orientation. "Having home-
work really stressed us out and 
many people didn't attend all the ac-

tivities because of it," said Guettler. 
About fifty students opted for, the 

Volunteer Preview Program. These 
students did a variety of different 
projects ranging from trail mainte-
nance, reshelving books at Ilsley Li-
brary, cleaning up Gailer School and 
building a wheel chair ramp for an 
elderly lady. Julia Shreve '98, one of 
the student coordinators for the Vol-
unteer Program said that she 
thought it went very well because 
there was a great need for volunteer 
work in the community this year . 
Mike Kerkorian '01 commented that 
he really enjoyed the projects and 
that the leaders were great, but he 
didn't particularly care for the name 
games they organized. 

280 first year students decided to 
explore their new environment 
through the "This is Vermont" pro-
gram. The activities offered to these 
students included a storytelling ses-
sion by an Abenaki storyteller, a 
train ride to Burlington and a cruise 
on Lake Champlain. Tim Borarini 
'01 thought that "a lot of it was good 
because it helped you to get to meet 
more people." He also appreciated 
the fact that there were noôvérnigfit 
trips to Breadloaf because he en-
joyed hanging out with all of his 
newfound friends on campus. How-
ever, he, along with many others, ex-
pressed negative sentiments about 
the Sugarbush Express train ride to 
Burlington. He said it was "too long 
and loud, and we would've preferred 

(see Orientation, page 9) 
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Orientation offers choice between Volunteer Preview, This is Vermont, and the popular MOO. 

Otter Creek brews up seasonal flavors 
By Emily Manning 

Features Editor 

"Different" was the word that 
came to Otter Creek Brewery's 
happy-go-lucky repre-
sentative David Ebner 
when I asked him to de-
scribe the Middlebury 
brewery, which was only 
founded in 1991.1 was a 
little bit hesitant to be-

duced in June, I had to turn it down. 
Yet, in the half-hour I spoke with 
Ebner he managed to convince me 
that everything from the taste of the 

"We're making beers that we wouldn't 
ordinarily bottle," said Ebner."and this 
gives the public the opportunity to 
taste new and different beers and give 
us feedback." 

gone to great lengths by inviting the 
pubic to try their expérimental 
brews through their Brewmaster's 
Choice Program, which was intro-

duced in June of this 
year, The program in-
volves the brewery 
making one batch of an 
experimental brew and 
releasing the. new, 
never-tasted-before ale 

lieve him. I'm not much of a beer 
connoisseur, and when he offered^ 
me a sample of the company's new 
beer, Pale Ale, which was intro-

breweryh ales to the company's re-
cent experimentation with the 
brewing process is special. 

In fact, Otter Creek Brewing has 

Drama and sweat characterize summer in factory 
By Ramya Chari 

Staff Writer 

By the time this summer rolled 
around, my wish list had grown to 
the point at which I felt like I fi-
nally had to do some buying. So I 
set out to find the perfect job - that 
is, one which would guarantee a 
hefty check. After returning home 
from Middlebury, I searched the 
help-wanted ads of my local news-
paper for hours on end. 

One ad finally jumped out at 
me, promising a big money-mak-
ing summer as well as job satisfac-
tion, so I figured, why not? 

I had nevèr worked in a factory 
before and certainly had no idea 
what to expect. 

When I appeared for my inter-
view, I was seated with another 
hopeful applicant and given a se-
ries of tests. The first tested our 
dexterity by timing us as we stuck 
screws in little holes. I passed it 
easily and relaxed back in my chair 
thinking this would be a piece of 
cake. 

But next came horror: a 50 
question test that had to be done 
in 10 minutes. I thought being the 
sophisticated college student that I 
Was, this would be no problem, but 
I was dead wrong. Flashbacks of 
high school SAT tests and college 
chemistry exams came pouring in, 
and I started getting nervous. 

An hour later, and much to my 
relief we were welcomed as new 
employees. I was at the start1 of my 
career in the Thomas G. Farra Cor-
poration. , 

The lady in charge made usTeel 

like we were part of a very special 
organization. After all, we made 
parts for Harley Davidsons and 
Hummers. I was actually pretty 
proud to be a part of this firm, but 
my friends all seemed to think dif-
ferently. 

One friend, who will remain 
nameless, found my new job high-
ly amusing. "Wait, so you're work-
ing in a SWEATSHOP?" 

Of course, I defended myself as 
well as my new, company. We 
weren't a sweatshop, not even a 
factory, but a manufacturing firm. 
I wasn't an assembly line worker, 
but part of a "production team." 

I didn't know what to expect 

my first day, but I started by being 
introduced to everybody in my 
department. I was then told to as-
semble pointers. Eight hours and 
about 5,000 pointers later I was 
done with my first day at work. 
Not bad, I thought. However, I 
soon learned that repetition was 
the key word in this job. 

Whatever work I did, I did over 
and over again for hours on end. 
Hours turned into days, days 
turned into weeks, weeks into 
months, and it was about 2 weeks 
into July when I decided that my 
job stank. 

A week after I started, the big 
in the air-conditioned front 

iHMrti 

office had decided we needed to 
work overtime with 10 hour days. 
This meant I had to be at work at 
6 a.m., meaning I had to wake Up 
at 4:30 a.m. and drive to work in 
the dark. Of course I couldn't quit 
now, not after I had defended my 
job to everybody, saying how it 
was such a great learning experi-
ence and how it helped me grow as 
a person. The truth was, it was re-
ally boring and I hated wearing 
those awful safety glasses all the 
time. 

But the real reason I decided I 
had to stick out the whole summer 
was the people I had met. I was the 

(see Factory, page 8) 
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Ramya Chari '99, gained experience frqm her summer job on a Harley Davidson production team. Repetition she 
discovered, was due basis àf her work. t.». t 

to the public every month. The ale 
is made available on tap at about a 
dozen locations across Vermont as 
well as in "growlers" at the brewery 
and a few other locations while sup-
plies last. "We're making beers that 
we wouldn't ordinarily bottle," said 
Ebner. "and this gives the public the 
opportunity to taste new and differ-
ent beers and give us feedback." Al-
though the program is taking 
awhile to catch on, Ebner seemed 
certain it would be a success. As far 
as he knows, this is the first pro-
gram of this type. In the upcoming 
months, Otter Creek Brewing will 
release both a scotch ale and a Bel-
gian brown ale. 

In June, Otter Creek Brewing 
also added a new, dry-hopped ale to 
its selection. According to Ebner, 
the recently introduced Pale Ale re-
placed Helles Alt Beer, which was 
not a big seller. 

"We wanted to introduce a 
sweeter, lighter and easier drinking 
beer," he said. Pale Ale's sweet dis-
tinct taste is a result of adding the 
hops after the beer is brewed. Ac-
cording to Ebner, hops are "the 
spice" of the beer and often give the 
ale a distinct, bitter taste when 
added while the brew is boiling. By 
adding the hops during the fermen-
tation process [which takes place 
aftet the brew boils], the resulting 
taste is sweet. According to Ebner, 
Pale Ale has been a great success. 

Along with Pale Ale, Otter Creek 
Brewing sells two other year-round 
beers. Stovepipe Porter is a dark 
full-bodied beer while Cooper Ale 
is a medium-bodied amber brew. 
"Pale Ale complements those nicely 
to round out our selection," said 
Ebner. 

Just last month Otter Creek re-* 
introduced its craft-brewed Okto-
berfest autumn ale, which was first 

i ' (see Otter Creek, page 8) 

orientation design 
evokes mixed responses 
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Disabled people offer warm 
By Maya Thiagarajan 

• Features Editor 
^ When I applied for a communi-
ty friend with a disability, I wasn't 
really sure what I was getting my-
self into. The first few times I met 
Corrinne, I thought I would never 
be able to communicate with her. 
Her speech was unclear and it was 
hard to distinguish one word from 
the next when she spoke. She did-
n't speak much. She answered all 
of my questions with a monosyl-
labic yes or no. I kept wondering 
if she understood anything I said. 

Corrinne is now 17-years-old. 
She has apraxii, a condition re-

su l t ing from lesions in a certain 
part of the brain. The condition 
causes hearing and speech impair-
ments and often slows both phys-
ical and mental growth. 

Corrinne's disability does make 
her different from other teenagers 
in many ways, yet she wants a lot of 
the same things that they do. She 
likes school. She loves hanging out 
and eating pizza. She enjoys listen-
ing to music, and we often go to 
concerts together In addition, she 
is a very warm, affectionate person 
who wants her own friend. I have 
worked as Corrinne's "big-sister" 
for the last three years now, and 
have found it incredibly reward-
ing. 

There are four other Middle-
bury students who have disabled 
friends. One of these students, 
Suzy Lopez '99 works with a 
young woman named Sarah Perry 
who has Down Syndrome, a men-
tal disability resulting from an 
extra chromosome. 

Sarah is 27-years-old and she 
lives on her own in her sister's 
garage apartment. She works at the 
Counselling Center cleaning bath-
rooms. She does about six differ-
ent sports every year and just won 
a couple of gold medals at the In-
ternational Special Olympic 

Games in Canada last winter, 
where she represented Vermont. 
As Lopez says, "Sarah is really 
amazing." 

Lopez has been working with 
Sarah since January '96. Unfortu-
nately, Sarah had to wait for a "big 
sister" for four years before "Lopez 
finally volunteered. Sarah is a bit 
shy and she prefers to go out to eat 
or watch a movie with Lopez 
father than hanging out on cam-
pus or eating at the dining halls.'Tt 
makes her a bit nervous to hang 
out in the dorm here, with so 
many people around," says Lopez. 

"I think a lot of people are 
afraid of working with someone 
who is disabled because they are 
different, they have different abili-
ties," comments Lopez. "However, 
I find working with Sarah is really 
easy, probably a lot less demand-
ing than working with a little kid 
and definitely as satisfying." 

The Addison County Commu-
nity Friends Program has special 
programs for volunteers who want 
to work with either the elderly, the 
mentally ill, or the physically 
and/or mentally disabled. Unfor-
tunately; these programs are not 
anywhere near as popular as the 
normal "big-brother, big-sister" 
program and there-are many older 

and disabled -people waiting for 
community friends. 

The program that works to set 
up volunteers with mentally and 
physically disabled people 

, known as the "Friend Indeed" pro 
gram. 

At present, there are a total of 48 
people with a variety of disabilities 
waiting to be befriended by a 
Middlebury College student. Of 
these 48 people, 28 are males and 
20 are females. The average age for 
the males is 35 and for the females 
is 38. At present only five Middle-
bury students have a community 
friend with a disability. 

The "Friend Indeed" program is 
working hard to recruit more vol-
unteers. Sometime soon, they plan 
to have a special information ses-
sion which would educate Middle-
bury students about a few of the 
more common disabilities that 
people have and encourage inter-
ested students to volunteer their 
friendship. 

Students interested in being a 
part of the "Friend Indeed" pro-
gram can fill out a regular Com-
munity Friends application which 
is available at the Student Activi-
ties Office. Students who want to 
know more about the program can 
contact Kristin Alloso at 388-6751. 

Courtesy photo 

Suzy Lopez '99 and her community pal Sarah Perry, love to hang out, eat, 
shop, and watch movies together. r ° shop, and watch movies together. 

Otter Creek prepares for Oktoberfest celebration 
(continued from page 7) 
released in the fall of 1995."Autumn 
ale's clean and refreshing flavor is 
created by balancing the malt 
sweetness with two different hops," 
explained Ebner." We created Okto-
berfest ale to complement a crisp, 
Vermont autumn day." The brewery 
is very keen on seasonal ales be-
cause they cater to people's tastes at 
different times of the year. The 
brewery's cold weather brews are 
thicker, darker and have more alco-
hol than the warm weather ales. 

This winter, Otter Creek Brewing 
will also be introducing Winter's 
Ale, a scotch beer that will be avail-
able for the first time i n November. 

According to Ebner, Otter Creek 
Ales have a distinct taste because 
the company uses a special German-
style host yëast while most other 
companies use English yeast. 

"Typically, à company uses one 
kind of yeast for all its beers. So it 
runs as a signature, giving the ale a 
unique taste," Ebner explained. 

Otter Creek also places great im-
portance on public relations. Dur-
ing the first weekend in October, 
the brewery will host its second an-

ery on Exchange Street in Middle-
bury. Otter Creek's free, all-day 
event will feature German-style 
food, a band and activities for all 
ages. 

If you'd like to visit the brewery 
at another time, it is open daily to 
the public with tours in the after-

nual Oktoberfest party at the brew- noon. 

Factory work teaches lessons of life 

WAYBURY INN t 
Rouit» J 25 East Middlebury Vermont 05740 

Visit our (Bub and 
join the <<(Reer Club" 
cIhe largest Selection of*Beer 
in the Vattey 

or 
Join us for unpretentious 
fine dining 

a located just down the road 
inmost 

(continued from page 7) 
youngest person working there, 
and the only college student. Most 
people I talked to couldn't under-
stand why I went to college, or 
more precisely, why I wanted to go 
to college. 

They all wanted to know what it 
was like, though, and I had a hard 
time convincing them that I did 
more than just party.Just like they 
couldn't understand why I went to 
college, I couldn't understand how 
they could not want more than 
what they had. 

Everybody I talked to was un-

happy with their job, and almost 
all of them regretted not staying in 
school. People greeted me with 
"oh, you're that girl with the fu-
ture. Pleased to meet you." 

The people I met were all dif-
ferent from people I had known. 

it, I when I started 
became scared. 

It was like seeing my mother 
acting this way, and I could not 

Brookside Meadows 
For Parents and 
Other Special Guests 

Since 1982, offering special comfort and 
hospitality in a lovely natural setting 
just three miles from the campus. 

For information see our web site at: 
http://www.brooksidemeadow.com 

or phone (802), 388-6429. 

imagine my mom even thinking 
about the kinds of things these 
women actually did. But all these 
people were moms themselves, 
and I started wondering just what 
my own mom did all day while I 
was at work. 

I started getting daily marriage 
advice, most of which was nega-
tive. I talked to men who were 
trapped in loveless marriages, and 
others who were stuck paying off 
their wife's (or wives') debts. 

I also talked to women who had 
husbands run out on them. One 
even found her husband in bed 
with another man. So, I was con-
stantly told to wait and find a good 
man with a good job, which I took 
as pretty sound advice. 

I did end up learning a lot this 
summer. 

It wasn't chemistry or calculus 
but it was about people, choices, 
and life. I made a lot of friends, 
and as happy as I was on the last 
day of work, I was sad to leave be-
cause I knew I would probably 
never see any of these people 
again. 

But on that final day, I was taken 
out for pizza, given littlé going 
away presents, and many guilt 
trips for leaving. There was even a 
cake and a card signed by every-
body. It was quite touching, so 
much so that I ended up promis-
ing,"Of course I'll come back next 
summer!" 

It's an experience everyone 
should have. 
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New MOOers fearlessly 
explore Vermont terrain 

by Shruthi Mahalingaiah 
- Staff Writer 

Middlebury Outdoor Orienta-
tion, fondly known as MOO, has 
marked the incoming of a new 
class of fresh first-year students. 
This year represents MOO's tenth 
year of activity, growing in first-
year participation since 1987. 

Juliana Popper '98, MOO coor-
dinator for this year, organized 
sundry orientation trips: hiking, 
biking, canoeing, rock climbing, 
and trail maintenance. New this 
year was the participation of 
alumni and faculty on MOO trips. 

The MOO program this year 
began with speaker Bill McK-
ibben, environmental writer from 
the Adirondack Mountains of. New 
York. 

The dynamic lecture was fol-
lowed by a discussion of topics 
ranging from what each person 
can do to make a small contribu-
tion to the healing of our dis-
tressed planet to how opting to 
sacrifice having even one child 
may be the next step in managing 
the global population crisis. 

McKibben mentioned that sun-
drying clothes (using solar ener-
gy) rather than supporting a sys-
tem that relies on nuclear power to 
make heat energy in the conven-
tional dryer is one thing we can 
'do,' as well as the prudent use of 
paper and paper products. 

He ended his speech with an in-
vitation for first-year students, 
MOO leaders, and faculty alike to 
begin an active relationship with 
their precious and sacred natural 
surroundings. 

The hiking, canoeing, rock 
climbing, biking, and trail mainte-
nance began the following morn-
ing of Friday, Sept. 5, as MOOers 
and their fearless leaders arrived at 
trail heads of the Long Trail, rivers, 
rock walls and off-road biking 
trails throughout Vermont. 

Nearly one half of the class of 
2001 participated in MOO, on a 
total of 37 trips. Trips went as far 
north as Jay Peak, while others tra-
versed Mt. Abraham. 

The trips returned on Sunday, 
in time to unpack, shower, reflect, 
and prepare for the swiftly ap-

Orientation arouses varied reactions 

Courtesy photo 

MOOers were given an opportunity to experience the magnificent beauty of natural Vermont. Almost half of the 
incoming class participated in the program. 
proaching year. MOO happily re- -

ports that the trips were success-
ful, and hopes that first-years can 
share their anxieties, discoveries, 
fears, and goals with new confi-
dences established during the 
trips. 

(continued from page 7) 
the bus." Sharon Wilson '01 enjoyed 
"This is Vermont" but thought that 
it could have included more trails 
such as the Robert Frost trail. 

She said she would have liked to 
learn more about the history of Ver-
mont. Carole Stromboni, a transfer 
student, felt that the leaders didn't 
offer a very objective view of Ver-
mont because they didn't expose 
students to any of Vermont's weak-
nesses. 

"I would've liked to know more 
about the history. For instance, 
wheh they told us that the mummy 
of a five year old Egyptian boy is 
buried in our campus cemetery, I 
was really intrigued," added Strom-
boni. 

The 260 students who opted for 
MOO trips chose between 29 hiking 
trips of three different levels, three 
mountain biking trips, two canoe-
ing trips, two climbing trips and one 
trail maintenance trip. Most stu-
dents found their MOO trips were 
demanding and fun. As Brendan 

Donnelly '01 said, "I found the five 
to nine mile hike incredibly gru-
elling yet satisfying. It was the great-
est time of my life." Paul Shull '01 
added that "MOO was great because 
it really brought people very close 
together in a short time span. It was 
lilœ a team effort. Also, it was a great 

way to get to know the Vermont 
area." MOO is a student organiza-
tion that was founded ten years ago 
by members of the Middlebury 
Mountain Club. 

Its trips have been hugely suc-
cessful every year, this year being no 
exception. 

C O ST A R IC A 
S t u d y P a r a d i s * t h i s S p r i n g 

Ths O r g a n i z a t i o n f o r T r o p i c a l S tud ios in partnarship with 
Duko Univers i ty offers a fialdarianted semester a b r o a d p r o g r a m 
in tropical ecology and Latin American culture. Students earn i 6 credit 

hours in biology, environmental science, and Spanish language & culture. 
Credits may be transferred from Duke. 

• hands-on b i o l ogy • cul turel immers ion • f ie ld t r ips 
• i ndependen t projects • r emo te field sites 

• research • exot ic w i ld l i f e 

For brochure and application materials, contact 
Organ isa t i on fo r Tropical Studies, Duke University 

Box 90633, Durham NC 277080633 
Tel: (919) 684-5774; Email: <nao«ocpub.duke.edu> 

http://www.ots.duke.edu 

Application deadline for 1996 Spring semester is October 15, 1997. 

Man does not live 
by three meals alone 

Prime Rib, Ultimate Nachos, Soup & Salad 
Bar, Brunch, Chicken Wings, Wine, Quesadilla-
for snacks orjaté night. Whatever your mood, 
there'sjiothing like the feeling at 

Ho C A 
Hiiaii 

M P L I f l V O I C E S / 
C ^ 

What : 
you « 

was your first thought when 
came back to Middlebury? 

"Smells like manure." 
— Jonathan Reiber '00 

Compiled by Emily Manning 

"That I don't like to be on 
campus." 

. t. — Erin Fuller 
, . campus visitor , 

•• fs e b - a ^ e . . .'FV.-^JY 

"All the other kids will be 
jealous of my bike." 

— Tom Bishop'99 

"Rock 'n Roll.' 
Sarah Borch '99 

*i : Photos by David Barroda 

{ CvtJvL VL (.Z. 

L o n d o n $ 1 8 5 

P a n s $ 2 7 à 

Frankfurt $270 
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1-800-2-CQUNCIL 
1-800-226-8124 
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HoME?/ 

WHAT HAPPENED 
"to THE NEWS-
PAPER?.' I WAS 
IN THE MIDDLE 
OF READING IT.' 

I TH«NK 
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RECYCLING 
B«N. 

WHAT HAPPENED "to I THINK 
MY VWfER GLASS?/ DAD WT 

LEFT IT RIGHT TTINTHE 
HERE.' DtSH-

THE NEWS-
PAPER'S GONE 
AGAIN?/ 

TAKE A 
WILD 

GUESS. 

I 'M ON 1 » Y&uR 
SECRET IDENTITY, 

FLASH. 

MoMPoRGoTTo $ON/1HE 
HIDE THE RED NElGH-
F00O COLORING BoRSARE 
THIS TEAR. STARING. 

PETER. WHAT'S TbOR 
To, LoâCER OBMMAMI? 
CWE I DONT WANT MME 
PASA? TO SEE THIS 61FT I 

GOT 

TTS TROT AIRMAN LEFT, 
BARRY SANDERS RIGHT, 
DAN MARiNO LEFT. 

THAT'S HOW TOO CAN BE 
X REMEMBER SOVCIRO 
NUMBÉRS--8Y SOMETIMES, 
FOOTBALL TOSETS. 1 SMEAR, 
B - T o - n 1 

GfltWY GlTCHY 
GlTCHY GlTCHY 
GlTCHY GlTCHY 

GTICHY-. 

YOU'RE RIGHT- THEY 
"TICKLE ME WMADNT 
QUlNCY'POAS EVEN 
WOULD BE NEED 
EASY TO MAKE. BATTERIES. 

WHAT Do YOU 
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TOUR PIZZA? 

/ 

I WAMTPEPfER-
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MUSHROOMS.'> 

X WANT MUSH 
RoaMS, BUT x 
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I WANT PEPPER-

TOGETHER.' 

"TBN-A6ER ANDYWCT-
CREDlTS I'M PLACING 
PERFECT SAT «A* ORDER. 
SCORE TO 1 
S W T AT 
IPCAL PIZZA 
RARLOR"„ 

Help Wanted: $ EXTRA INCOME $ Here's a 
way to pocket MORE money with LÉSS 
time committed. Sell advertising with a 
weekly newspaper, right here in Addison 
County, when studies are not a priority. 
Call 802-247-6877 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

APPLY TO SERVE ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
COUNCIL. For more information call Jen 
Hazen at extension 5043. Application 
deadline: Friday, September 19th! 

80 FELLOWSHIPS will be awarded by the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute for full-
time study toward a Ph.D. or Sc.D. degree 
in biological sciences. Awards are three 
years, with extension possible for two ^ 
additional years of full support. Fellowship 
awards provide an annual stipend of 
$15,000 and a $15,000 annual cost-of-edu-
cation allowance. 
Write: 
Howard Hughes Fellowship Program 
The Fellowship Office 
National Research Council 
2101 Constitution Avenue 
Washington, DC 20418 

Call (202) 334-3419 or Fax (202)334-3419 
http://fellowship.nas.edu 

THE 4th ANNUAL SOUTH BURLINGTON SKI 
SWAP ALL-SPORTS SALE will be held at 
South Burlington High School, Dorset 
Street, South Burlington on Saturday, 
October 4th. Dorrs open at 9 AM and sale 
ends at 7pm. 
CALL 1-800-222-4432 

3RD ANNUAL CHIPMAN HILL CHALLENGE 
X-C MOUNTAIN BIKE RACE. Saturday, 
September 20,1997 at 9 AM.The Beginner 
and Sport Races will follow the Experts. 
$1000 in cash and gift certificates. 

http://fellowship.nas.edu
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Milsom emerges as new music^man A Look to the East 

By Thaya Brook 
• - Arts Editor 

This year at Convocation the 
freshmen were not the only new 
people in Mead Chapel. John Mil-
som was also a new face, making 
his Middlebury debut conducting 
the College choir during the ser-
vice. Milsom has made his way 
over to us from across the Atlantic, 
carrying with him his British ac-
cent and his love and knowledge of 
early English music. 

Milsom has jumped into Mid-
dlebury with both feet as he as-
sumes the duties of department 
chair, professor of Music 122, and 
director of the choir. When Paul 
Nelson, professor of political sci-
ence, first asked Milsom to consid-
er the position here, Milsom did 
not even know where Vermont 
was. At that point he had been 
teaching at Oxford University for 
twenty years and was growing 
bored with the British standard of 
education. According to Milsom, 
even with the new Labor govern-
ment, money is scarce among 
British universities. Had he taken a 
teaching position at some of the 
universities in his own country, he 
says, he would have been counting 

costs right down to how many 
photocopies he could make. 

When offered the position here 
at Middlebury, Milsom also had an 
offer from a university in northern 
England, which he describes as 
dirty and industrial. He had long 
thought that Canada sounded like 
a nice place and when Vermont was 
described to him, it seemed like 
paradise; he even liked the idea of 
the massive amounts of snow. 

When Milsom's colleagues at 
Oxford heard he was leaving to 
teach in Airierica, they advised him 
to re-consider. They told him he 
would miss Oxford terribly, that he 
should have looked at some of the 
large universities and conservato-
ries, that he should teach graduate 
students if he must teach in the 
United States at all. An old friend 
and mentor of his who had taught 
at Princeton for many years even-
tually decided to go home to Eng-
land. She had found that Medieval 
and Renaissance studies were 
being edged out to make room for 
more modern areas of study such 
as gender studies and the like. The 
numbers in her classes had fallen 
off in the years she had been at 
Princeton to the point that she felt 

she must return to Cambridge. 
Milsom's music 122 class, Music, 

Meaning, and the Middle Ages, is 
having just the opposite problem. 
With class enrollment exceeding 
50, he has had to turn away inter-
ested students. Milsom says he 
does not miss Oxford a bit 

Aside from teaching at Oxford, 
Milsom has spent time researching 
Medieval and Renaissance music, 
doing radio broadcasts, writing for 
newspapers and magazines, and 
directing amateur choirs. The 
radio and newspaper work, he ad-
mits, was a bit mercenary. He finds 
more enjoyment in his other pur-
suits. Concerts, he says, are not his 
favorite part of directing choirs^ in 
fact, he finds pulling a concert to-
gether to be a bit of a challenge. His 
favorite part is in the rehearsing. "I 
love bashing singers into shape," he 
says. "I love working them until 
they're tired." 

He prefers amateur singers to 
professionals; amateurs sing for the 
love of singing and lack the cyni-
cism of professionals. He looks for-
ward to working with the choir, but 
warns that this semester will be no 
holiday for the group. 

— (see Milsom, page 11) 

Carnegie Museum of Art 
The Middlebury College Museum of Art, will feature an exhibition 
of Japanese Prints from September 4 to November 23. 

cLetters' revels in tales 
By Samuel Folk-Williams 

Staff Writer 

In his new book Letters From 
Byron (Black Pepper Press, 1997), 
Australian writer Jim Williams ex-
plores fantastic story-telling in the 
vein of the X-Files, only better. 
Previously, Williams has published 
mostly poems; Letters From Byron 
is his first prose book. 

Based on the author's eighteen-
month stay in the small coastal 
town of Byron Bay in Northeast-
ern Australia, the book is com-
prised of a series of brief letters 
written by Williams, to various 
friends and family members about 
his experiences in this "new age" 
community. 

With a population similar in 
make-up to, say, Santa Cruz, 
Byron Bay is composed of earth 
people, recent converts to exotic 
religions, mystic healers, and new 
age artists. This somewhat eclectic 
mix of personalities gave Williams 

great deal of material about 
which to write home. 

From near-death encounters 
with eccentric religious groups in 
the woods, strange experiences 

with mystic cults, run-ins with 
death in many bizarre and sur-
prising ways, to the ultimate en-
counters with unexplained phe-
nomena, Williams keeps the 
curiosity of his audience peaked 
with tales of more and more 
bizarre happenings. Finally, one 
has to be skeptical of the claim on 
the back cover that these are, in 
fact, actual letters written by 
Williams during his time in 
Byron. 

As Williams eloquently phrases 
it in a letter to daughter Maggie: 
"I've always enjoyed writing let-
ters but sometimes I get the feeling 
that they have managed to go far 
beyond my actual experiences. 
However, the resulting composi-
tions have the same substance, the 
same inner-reality, as my other 
thoughts. So who is to say where 
the real begins and ends or indeed 
if there is, ultimately, a difference 
between what we experience in the 
day-to-day and what we imagine." 

Here, Williams acknowledges 
that perhaps some of these stories 
are carried too far into the "X-
Files" or Ray Bradbury vein, but he 

'Air Force One' risks losing audience with an 
By Andrea Yevuta 

StaffWriter 

Sylvester Stallone is an over-
weight, partially deaf sheriff. Nico-
las Cage and John Travolta switch 
faces. Julia Roberts actually gets 
rejected. Premise can be the most 
important determinant of whether 
a movie will be enjoyable - and in 
the case of the blockbuster sum-
mer fare, some premises were 
harder to swallow than others. 

A solid premise need not be 
akin to a realistic story since, ob-
viously, many of Hollywood's 
greatest movies are far-removed 
from everyday life, for example: 
"2001: a Space Odyssey", "Star 
Wars", and other such unusual 

classics. These movies succeed be-
cause they do not take their un-
believability seriously or, in rare 
cases, the acting, writing and di-
recting are of such quality that the 
movie overcomes its 
unbelievability. 

Such is not the case 
with'Air Force One'. 

Harrison Ford, in a 
role similar to his Jack 

by his behavior toward his wife 
and daughter. 

When terrorists from a former 
Soviet republic, led by Gary Old-
màn, hijack Air Force One and de-

As Ford slugs a caricatured Communist 
villain, one wonders exactly which 
President in our nation's history would 
even come close to having such 
incredible ability, not to mention luck. Ryan of "Patriot 

Games" and "Clear and j , J-
Present Danger", plays a tough mand the release of a particularly as that of the light-hearted Indi-

As Ford slugs a caricatured 
Communist villain after carica-
tured Communist villain, one 
wonders exactly which President 
in our nation's history would even 

come close to having such 
incredible ability, not to 
mention luck. 

None of the despera-
tion of "The Fugitive" is 
present in Ford's perfor-
mance nor does he seem 
to enjoy the role as much 

guy President with* a" conscience, loathsome criminal, the audience ana Jones, to name two of Ford's 
There is no bowing toptthiic près- knows th^t Ford, as President, will better roles. Instead of represent-
sure as he promotes I^ontroyer- ultimately} ^ v e everyone on ing a man fighting for something 
sial foreign policy d 
also has a softer side ced 

board**» 
ability of 
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lies? the unbeliév-,.wort^ï saxing,the-filn»-i*yet mm : 

also seems to justify that sensa-
tionalism and to make his readers 
more comfortable. The author 
gently touches our curiosity, the 
part of us that wants to believe in 
ghosts, UFO's, and such unex-
plained phenomena. Letters From 
Byron represents the journey of a 
down-to-earth, citydwelling, mid-
dle-aged writer through foreign, 
strange and often distasteful ex-
penses in which Williams ulti-
mately finds a piece of himself 
hidden somewhere in the middle. 

As the book reaches a close, 
Williams looks back on his expe-
riences — not just in Byron, but in 
life — and has to come to terms 
with the fact that all of his 55 years 
can be summarized in a few para-
graphs. In the last, and perhaps 
most unusual, letter, Williams is 
literally forced into an encounter 
with himself in which he has to 
face his deepest fears about living 
and dying. 

Through the end, Letters From 
Byron proves to be a profound, 
fascinating, captivating, entertain-
ing, and ultimately a deeply in-
sightful read. 

premise 
nonexistent batde against Com-
munism. 

With "In the Line of Fire", di-
rector Wolfgang Peterson success-
fully utilized the ability of anoth-
er aging action star, Clint 
Eastwood, with much greater suc-
cess. 

That film relied not upon pre-
dictable action sequences, but 
rkther presented a suspenseful 
story which was much more tight-
ly woven with some emphasis on 
character development. Clint East-
wood's psychological struggles 
were far, more interesting than 
Ford's numerous attempts to 
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Sunday, S e p t e m b e r i 4 
at 7 p m 
The "man in black" is back—a great 
American musical icon performing 
better than ever, with a whole new -
generation of fans connecting to his 
message. With a career spanning 
four decades, this living legend is 
entertainment history's only t r i p le . 
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Choir director John Milsom finds new music in Middlebury 
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(continued from page 10) 
In comparing Middlebury stu-

dents to British students he has 
taught in the past, Milsom has 
nothing but good words for the 
Americans. He finds American stu-
dents to be more polite, more at-
tentive, and more eager to learn. 

He also is attracted to what he 
describes as the American stu-

dent's preserved innocence. He at-
tributes the differences between 
American students and their Eng-
lish counterparts to the fact that, 
while higher education is a rather 
expensive privilege in the U.S., it is 
largely state-supported in Britain 
and is thus regarded as a right and 
treated with less respect. The 
British students, he has found, are 

usually too busy drinking down at 
the pub to show ùp for anything to 
do with school. Milsom is sur-
prised, howevér, at how little the 
students here know about Euro-
pean history and culture, but adds 
that it seems to be more an issue of 
culture than of learning. 

His biggest task, he says, is 
learning what goes on inside the 

mind of a young American. He ad-
mits he has never had a television 
in his house, rarely goes to the 
movies, and knows almost nothing 
of the internet. "I have a lot of 
learning to do here," he says. "I 
might as well have come from 
Mars." 

One of the most general con-
cepts Milsom must learn to grasp.. 
this year is the concept of a liberal 
arts education, something he never 
experienced in Britain. He is teach-
ing only one class this semester be-
cause he says he would rather ob-
serve for a while rather than 
coming in full force with his own 
ideas before getting a feel for 
Americans, and more specifically, 
Middlebury's ideas of education. 

You will find John Milsom's 
name even more infrequently on 
the winter term course list than on 
the fall list. During J-term he will 
be coming around to the other side 
of the lectern as he takes a course 
for new faculty members which ex-
plores the idea of a liberal arts ed-
ucation. For the present, he is try-

ing to learn to shift from Oxford 
methods of teaching, in which the 
classroom situation is primarily 
one-on-one with classes rarely ex-
ceeding four, to teaching his com-
parably mammoth 50 person 
course this term. 

Aside from teaching techniques, 
there are a few other little things 
Milsom would like to learn this 
year. Among them: driving a car, 
skiing, swimming, playing golf and 
understanding the rules of Ameri-
can football, baseball, and basket-
ball. Although Americans and the 
British may both claim to speak the 
same language, Milsom is finding 
he has some lessons to learn in 
American vocabulary as well. 

Although Milsom may not have 
been able to locate Vermont on a 
map a couple of years ago, much 
less Middlebury College, he seems 
happy with the chance that 
brought him here. "I haven't yet 
had to do anything I haven't liked," 
he says, a bit like a schoolboy on 
holiday. "God's finger must have 
been pointing at me." 

David Barreda 
New choir director, Professor John Milsom, leads an afternoon rehearsal 
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BACKPACKS 

J U S T SAY YO! 
HEMP OUTFITTERS 

46 main street • Middlebury 
i 388-8221 
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Bongo boys 

David Barreda 
Freshmen Blaise Holly and Jose Zeullos took to Battell beach this week, demonstrating their musical prowess 
for a handful of appreciate students. , 

Weak story 
unlikely 4 Air 
(continued from page 10) 
with terrorists, and savç the day. 

Luckily, the film is salvaged 
with some unintentionally hilari-
ous casting and acting. As the stoic 
Vice President,- Glenn Close does 
her best assertive woman grimace.. 
Her role only Further undermines 
the position of Vice President as 
an ineffectual aide to the presi-
dent. Gary Oldman makes a good 
attempt at a Russian accent, but 
his role is similarly without depth. 

In the most amusing role is 
William Macy, of "Fargo" fame, as 

Packed audiences encourage the arts 
By David Keeling 

Arts Editor 

I have vivid memories from last 
year of the frustration surround-
ing my often foiled attempts to get 
tickets to various theatrical, dance, 
and musical performances at Mid-
dlebury. I can recall shows that 
sold out for all five performances 
on the second day tickets were on 
sale. I remember several instances 
when I rushed to the Center for 
the Arts two hours before 
productions began just to 
get in line for the waiting 
list. I can think of aggravat-
ing times when it seemed 
that it was simply impossi-
ble to get a ticket to certain 
events. 

Hopefully, I will experience the 
same frustration this year. 

That's not because I have a 
strange affection for lines, nor 
some artsy masochistic desire to 
fail to get tickets to events, but be-
cause it is — without doubt — a 
wonderful thing to have a com-
munity that supports the arts. 
Within such an atmosphere of in-
terest and patronage the arts may 
thrive, blossoming in increasingly 
novel and elegant forms. We at 

a world-class concert hall, an elab-
orate Center for the Arts building, 
and extremely talented depart-
ments of theater, dance and music. 
How many othér colleges and uni-
versities can boast that the senior 
projects and independent perfor-
mances of the students in these 
departments are often sold out? 

Middlebury, as you may have 
noticed, is a rather small place, 
and in small places it is easy to slip 

I can think of aggravating times 
when jt seemed that it was simply 
impossible to get tickets to certain 
events. Hopefully, I will experience 
the same frustration this year. 

into routine and tradition. With 
continued support of the arts, 
however, the mundane and repet-
itive can be avoided and the inno-
vative embraced. It would seem 
that the arts should look always to 
what is new, to what has not been 
done, and in order to accomplish 
this continual and often intimidat-
ing feat, they require the confi-
dence that comes with support. A 
packed audience helps to offset the 
daunting prospect of venturing 

Middlebury are fortunate to have into virgin territory holding only a 

Movies 

Friday, September 12 

4:00 p.m. 
Video Screening: "Tokugawa 

Japan, 1600-1868" 
After centuries of warfare, the 

Tokugawa rulers bring 250 years 
of peace to Japan, nurturing an 
ordered society, economic devel-
opment and the growth of cities. 
This Video surveys cultural 
achievement of the Tokugawa 
era-featuring puppet theater, 
novels, and the haiku of 
Basho-and provides a context for 
the works on view in the exhibi-
tion A Hidden Treasure: Japanese 
Prints from the Carnegie Muse-
um of Art.. Refreshments will be 
served. 

Arts Center Lower Lobby 

7:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 
"One Crazy Summer" 
With a name like Hoops 

McCann, he's bound to get 
that basketball scholarship 
after high school, right? 

Wrong! What Hoops really wants 
to do is write and illustrate a love 
story. To help him find his way, his 
friend George invites Hoops to 
come with him and his sister to 
spend the summer on Nantucket. 
The friends'"Crazy Summer" be-
gins when they pick up Cassan-
dra on the way-she's being 
chased by a motorcycle gang. 
From here on, it only gets crazier. 
Along the way, Hoops must find a 
way to write his cartoon love 
story-and maybe a real one of his 
own. Sponsored by the American 
Movie Club. Admission $1. 

Dana Auditorium 

Performances 

Thursday, September 11 

4:30 p.m. 
Auditions: Dance Company of 

Middlebury 
Open to Sophomores, Juniors, 

and Seniors. All interested stu-
dents come prepared to move. 
Call Peter at ext. 5030 with ques-
tions. 

Arts Center Dance Theater 

Saturday, September 13 

10:00 p.m. 
Concert: Belizbeha and Chin 

Ho! Popular local bands perform 
in McCullough. Come dance and 
enjoy. Admission $3 with Middle-
bury ID, $4 others. 

McCullough Floor 

Sunday, September 14 

10:00 p.m. 
Otter Nonsense Players. Mid-

dlebury's Improvisational Come-
dy group welcomes everyone to 
come and "Bring in Da Noise, 
Bring in Da Junk" for the kickoff 
of another year of love and pas-
sion. McCullough Floor 

a high-ranking military officer. 
Authoritative he is not. 

With the continued bloating of 
movie releases and audiences' 
continued acceptance of ridicu-
lous premises, it is unlikely that 
good acting, directing and writing 
will succeed in all movies and par-
ticularly in summer films. 

One can hope, though, that 
when a talented group of people 
collaborate on a film, such as with 
"Air Force One", creativity will 
sometimes triumph over a mind-
less plot. 

few memorized lines or an instru-
ment. A sold-out show encourages 
the artists to accept and welcome 
change rather than shy from it. 

With high rates of attendance at 
these art events, the creators and 
performers are encouraged to 
continue work, to try what has not 
been done. If nothing else, show-
ing an interest in the arts ensures 
that what higher powers there may 
be (i.e. trustees and administra-

tion, among others), 
will continue to provide 
funding and time for 
the artists' creative pur-
suifs. 

So, in the coming 
year, I hope that I will 
once again be scram-

bling to get tickets and seats to the 
many wonderful events scheduled. 
If last year provided any indica-
tion, then I imagine that the nu-
merous projects, productions and 
shows will be exemplary. There 
will undoubtedly be moments of 
frustration, but it is a pleasure to 
know that such frustration comes 
only because of the commitment 
of other students, faculty and 
community members to the arts. 
Just remember: call for tickets 
early. 

High lights 
Sonny Rollins 

"Peer Gynt" 

Roy Haynes 

Grands Ballets Canadiens 

Kate 8 Anna McGarrigle 

Ray Davies 

"Carousel" 

Mandy Patinkin 

"A Christmas Carol" 

Merce Cunningham 

Bayou to Bourbon Street 

Guitar Summit 

"Damn Yankees" 

Jazz Tap/Hip Hop 
Festival 

"Frog 4 Toad" 

Peking Opera 

To Kill a Mockingbird" 

Dee Dee Bndgewater 

"Joseph S the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat" 
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Championship prospect drives football 
(continued from page 16) 
to will out starting positions along 
with junior A.J. Husband, last 
year's leading receiver. Tahg 
Campell, the high scorer for the 
last two seasons, looks to return as 
starting tight-end/half-bâck, 
joined by younger brother Zach 

- > Q J - - - - - - - r : - -

When asked this year's offense 
is looking, Tahg says "I think the 
offense is looking good. We had 
some question marks going into 
the pre-season, but I think they 
have been worked out." 

-The defense is led this year by 
senior captains Josh Bonifas and 
Steve Monniger at linebackers, 
along with fellow senior lineback-
ers Colin Williams and Frank Ott. 
Look for senior Ron Mobile to 
have another great season as he 

rushes and crushes offensive 
schemes along with the help of fel-
low seniors Chris Vaughan and 
Nathan Maxey. Junior Brad 
Hotchkiss is sure to make his pres-
ence felt again this season along 

' with the help of E.J. Cooper '00, 
who is Sure to ice the opposing of-
fense 

Like the receiver corps, the de-
fensive backfield is a large and 
skilled group. Expect seniors Scott 
Nelson, Dan Nelson, Andy 
McPhee and Chris Nally to foil re-
ceivers routes this season along 
with the help of juniors Josh Har-
mon and Bill Corvalan, and 
sophomore Mike Baumgardner. 

This year cannot and will not 
be one of flukeJosses, of little mis-
takes. Perfect execution and per-
sonal accountability are key 

philosophies. The coaches have a 
deep roster to pick from, and their 
demand for excellence has in-
spired the team to. an impressive 
and dedicated pre-season. Incom-
ing freshman have leaped into the 
program at a running start, im-
pressing the coaching staff and 
team alike with their dedication 
and talent. 

The final test of pre-season 
play for the " 97 Panthers will come 
as the team travels down to Brat-
tleboro this Saturday to scrim-
mage against Weslyan College. 

It will give the team an oppor-
tunity to make final personnel de-
cisions and test out offensive and 
defensive schemes against another 
team that is eager to prove itself. 
The regular season begins in 
Maine on the 20th as the Panthers 
travel to Bowdoin College, and the 
home opener is September 27th 
against Colby College. 

David Barreda 

Stephen Kelley '00 strips ball from Devon O'Neil "01 during practice. 

s soccer eager to improve 
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Free Fall 
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same day 
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Footware 

For all your outdoor 
activities! 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY! 
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LOCATED ACROSS FROM THE A&W 

(continued from page 16) 
the game. However, as in the pre-
vious game, Middlebury simply 
had trouble finding the back of the 
net despite several excellent oppor-
tunities. The win came as 
the result of the expert 
goalkeeping of Wiercinski 
and Price, who several 

Tunes made point blank 
saves on seemingly sure op-
portunities for Hamilton 
and the excellent play of 
Pete Soden. 

The final scrimmage brought 
former Middlebury players back to 
strain their aging bodies to their 
breaking points against the current 
players in the Alumni game. The 

game was an exciting one, with the 
current players challenged by 
crafty veteran play. Most notably, 
coach Ron McEachen continuous-
ly embarrassed Middlebury play-

The pre-season polls rank Middlebury 
at number sixteen in the country and 
the team looks to better its round-of-
sixteen loss in the NCAA tournament 
last year. Over the last three years the 
team has gone 35-5... 

ers despite his inability to move 
very quickly. His eligibility is cur-
rently being researched and he may 
prove to be a valuable late addition 
to the squad. However, the Alum-

ni were unsuccessful in repeating 
their upset victory of last year and 
the current team came out on top 
3-2. Goals were scored by Cormi-
er, Clark, and Sorokin. Price had 

another excellent day 
in goal, making key 
saves on several occa-
sions. The only disap-
pointment of the day 
came when the post-
game barbecue was 
canceled. 

With pre-season 
play finished, the team is looking, 
forward the start of the regular sea-
son with its season opener at home 
on Saturday, September 13 against 
NESCAC rival Bates. 

Static Line 
Tandem 
Accelerated 

Adventures 
Fall in Vermont... 
Jump out of a perfectly good airplane 

mon 
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Smith finds no faults with tennis teams 
By Scott Cacciola ing a couple of key players for the majority of the team, she believes 

Staff Writer first few matches as a result of in- • that "we can expect some pretty 
Fall has begun at Middlebury jury, the team hopes to get off to a solid play from the men." Tryouts 

College and with the falling tem- strong start this weekend in a pair will be continuing through this 
peratures, the changing colors of of home matches. On Friday, the week for the men's team, and 
leaves, endless lines at the book- Panthers will square off against Coach Smith hopes to make her 
store, is, of course, the sweet pop national power Colby College. If final roster decisions by the end of 
of the ball down at the tennis successful in their first match the the week. " 
courts. Coach Smith's squad is women will then look for a clean The men's first test will be at 
once again gearing up for an in- sweep for the weekend as on Sat- Skidmore College on September 
tense season with boundless ener- urday they face Bates Col- 16, which will followed be the 
gy and optimism. lege in another NESCAC Middlebury Invitational on Sep-

On the women's side, Coach match. aÊÉÊ^ tember 20 and 21. 
Smith has a veteran squad, led by The men have also Coach Smith is confident 
the Senior trio of Josie Kytle, been preparing duti- about the team's chances 
Emilty Richards, and Jill Patey. fully for the fall season, in all their matches 
With these three gritty veterans led by Senior Adam V ^ H R l y \ and is looking for-
providing an otherwise youthful Green. Green, along j { \ ward to a suc-
team with needed experience and with three returning V cessful sea-
leadership, there is certainly rea- sophomores, Jeff < ^ j à g Ê S m , son. 
son to be optimistic about the sea- Doran, Will Parker, j .TCbg&MP U É l 
son's prospects. "We're looking for and Rick Morgan, 1 n P * . * -^sBF , ' X 
a lot of leadership and a lot of will form the nucleus * *W JL 1 
quality play from the seniors," of what is an extreme- ' • ^ L â O / ^ d h È m Ê ^ ^ . . I 
stated Coach Smith. "They've ly youthful team. "AM^̂ MBOR 
been on the team for a long time First-years, Tyler 
and we're looking for good contri- Christie, Matt Rynzo ? 
butions from them in both singles and Peter Wall, will « 
and doubles." also be looked upon 

Providing some firepower be- to help the team to / 
hind these seniors is a determined a successful sea- | 
group of underclassman, led so far son. J ^ H ^ TH • • 
by the very improved play of Lyn- Coach Smith / J ^ M r ^ ^ ^ H 
dsey Erickson'00. observes that , J ^ ^ r 

Many of these younger players the team is "a IÀW^m ^ ^ H k 
worked extremely hard on their hard work- J ^ H r ._._ ..•-" • 
games over the summer months ing group ^ Ê F S H l 
and Coach Smith is impressed with great J Ê F I ^ B 
with what she sees so far. She also work TB 
feels that the team has "a little ethic." WÊ ' 
more balance" than last year's Despite MfÊÊgk f^k 
squad, and as a result, "it is cer- the in- \yBh-
tainly a stronger team." experi- 1 j y » -

Despite the possibility of miss- ence of the - J j p 

Men's Soccer 
Sept. 13 Bates. 
Sept. 20 Bowdin 

Women's Soccer 
Sept. 13 Bates 
Sept. 16 St. Michael's. 

Sopt. 13 Bstds 
Sept. 16 Babson @ St. Paul's 

Versify Footbell 
Sept. 20 Bowdin 
Sept. 27 Colby 

Women's Tennis 
SkOpta 1 2 Ĉ Olb̂aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa 
^̂Gpta 13 • •• a a a a a a a a à a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a <a a a a a a 

Sept. 16 Skidmore 
Sept. 20-21 Midd. Invitational 

Sept. 13 Williams 
Sept. 20 Williams Invit. 

Sept. 13-14 D. Nelson Tourney. 
Sept. 16 Skidmore Fall Classic... 

Sept. 12-13 Williams Invitational 
Sept. 19-20 Bates Invitational... 

Monday: $2 BUCK NIGHT! 
All Draft Beers- $2.00 

Tuesday: LADIES NIGHT 
An Frozen Drinks- $2.95 
All Well Drinks-$2.00 

Wednesday :CANADA NIGHT 
All Canadian Beers- $2.00 Thursday :BUD BONE NIGHT 

16oz. Bud-$1.50 / 28oz. Bone $3.50 
(Keep the Bone!) Refill: $2.50 

Come join us for 
large portions 
High Quality 

Low Price (all meals $7.95 or less) 
We need your business 

86 Main St. 388-0002 

Experience Springtime 
in the Nation's Capital 

• Learn From and Network Among 
"Washington Insiders" 

• Live 3 blocks from the White House 

• Produce Radio and TV Advertisements 
in Campaign Simulations 

• Bike and Rollerblade by 
DC's Cherry Blossoms 

• Compete as Consulting Groups 
on Strategic Lobbying Plans 

Make Connections to 
Launch YOUR CAREER 

Magnificent Lake Champlain Home on 
11.57± Acres w/Views, Views, Views! 

H620' Lake Champlain 

ÉÉ& •mwWÊ^ A Frontag* 
A J ^ I M M ^ AWoiu Custom Built Home 

I H lOOOt Christmas Trees 
L j j l I f Large Bam 

Route 125, Addison, V T (Rt. 2 2 A to Rt. 125, home is 1 * G a n U n S h e d 

mi. south of bridge to NY on left.) W Lovely Grounds 
This home is fabulous! Top quality throughout! 
Owner built, so you know it is built right! Owner has over $520.000 invested. 
Lovely Grand Foyer invites you and your guests into a Fabulous Living & Sitting 
Rooms with Wide Pine Floors and many colonial touches. Lg. Kitchen & Dining 
Area & Study finish the main level; 4-5 Luxurious Bedrooms; 3.25 Baths; Oversized 
Windows so you can enjoy the lake & mountain VIEWS! 

Plenty of room for Horses, Children, Company retreat... 
Possible Bed & Breakfast.. 

Exclusive only $375,000.00 • Owner Says present offers 

X - ^ T h e T h e G r a d u a t e 

J U t p t g C S c h o o l o f 
2 ? s h H j g t o n P o l i t i c a l 

M a n a g e m e n t 

G W is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution 

THOMAS HIRCHAK CO. • 1-800-634-7653 
, •., . i* vî"ju;t. ...» •_ M»*, HA ••«*•-J» .v- • ' 
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Men's soccer strives to better last year's tournament finish 
By Paul Chusid 

Staff Writer 

Coached by David Saward,. Ron 
McEachen, and Mark Smith, the 
Middlebury men's soccer team is 
looking forward to another out-
standing season. Captained by se-
niors Mike Russel and Mike Taylor, 
who was an All-American last year, 
the team hopes to avenge last year's 
losses to Williams and Wesleyan on 
its way to proving that Middlebury 
is the premier soccer power in 
NESCAC. 

The pre-season polls rank Mid-
dlebury at number sixteen in the 
country and the team looks to bet-
ter its round-of-sixteen loss in the 
NCAA tournament last year. Over 
the last three years the team has 
gone 35-5, and this year's team 
looks to add to this outstanding 
record. "We are capable of main-
taining a high level of play as long 
as we do not become complacent," 
says Saward. In addition, he notes 
that the team has "good experience 
and a nice balance of new players." 
Returning team members include 
seniors Russel, Taylor, Chris Clark 
and Jason Golder, juniors Mike 
Cormier, Ben Hardy, who was All-

_ New England last year, Rob Patter-
son, Jason Price, and Scott 
Wiercinski, as well as sophomores 
Sërgey Cherednichenko, Matt 
Franzosa, John Ginnacopoulos, 
Pete Soden and Chris Wenger. 
New additions to the team this year 
include juniors Jani Groblewski 
and Aaron Tyler, sophomores 
Brady Alshouse, Brewster Boyd, 
Paul Chusid and Bryan Donohoe 
along with first-years Joey Louis, 
Trent Nutting, Mike Saunders and 
Matt Sorokin. 

The team has played three 
scrimmages this season and done 
fairly well. Playing against the 
Coast Guard Academy at Loomis-
Chaffee, the team had reasonable 
success and came out with a 2-2 
draw. Both goals came from Gin-
nacopoulos, the first off an excep-
tional play from Cormier. Howev-
er, multiple scoring opportunities 
were not converted and several de-
fensive lapses occurred making the 
game a lot closer than it should 
have been. Coach Saward was not 
entirely pleased and was overheard 
saying,"The score could have been 
bloody eight to two!" 

The second game played was 
against Hamilton College. Middle-
bury came out on top 1-0 after 
Ginnacopoulos made a slashing 
run into the box with the ball late 
in overtime and was cut down after 
beating the last defender. Russel 
converted the penalty kick and the 
defense held for the remainder of 

(see Men's soccer, page 14) 

David Barreda 

A helpful coach tries to get the men's soccer team pointed in the right direction for the upcoming season. 

Women's soccer steamrolls pre-season opponents 
By Stacey Gorski 
- Staff Writer——f— 

When any other team loses their 
starting mid-field and number one 
goalkeeper, the following season is 
a "rebuilding year." This is not the 
case for the 1997 varsity women's 
soccer team. Although six players 
graduated and junior Kirstin Gere-
ty is abroad, the team is prepared 
to be the most competitive and 
physical team in NESCAC this sea-
son. 

The returning players on the 
team got off to an early start with 
a trip to Montreal and Quebec City 

in the middle of August. Twenty 
players packed it up and headed 
north for a week or training, com-
petition, and sight seeing. 

Middlebury's first match-up 
placed the Panthers against a 
talented Lavalle University 
team—a program which is 
lead by two members of the 
Canadian women's national 
soccer team. Middlebury shut 
them out. Two days later the 
Montreal All-Stars rolled 

The Panthers winning ways 
were_not stopped by the border 
police. At the tail end of pre-sea- x 
son, Norwich and Williams trav-
eled to Middlebury for a round-

Two days later the Montreal All-
Stars rolled into to town only to 
be sent home on the losing end 
of a 3-1 Middlebury victory. 

into 
town only to be sent home on the 
losing end of a 3-1 Middlebury 
victory. 

robin évent. Game one of the day 
saw Middlebury down Norwich 1-
0, on a goal scored due to hustle. 
Two Middlebury players pressured 

Ultimate Frisbee practices for upcoming season Championship prospect 
drives Panther football 

David Barreda 

Displaying flawless technique, Pete Emerson '98 takes advantage of 
the last days of summer during Ultimate practice. 

By Chris Botting 
Sports Editor 

Coming back from a 5-3 finish 
last fall, the Middlebury men's 
football team is hungry a champi-, 
onship season this year. 

Now into the third year of re-
vamping and restructuring the 
program, the Panthers are more 
than ready to reclaim the domi-
nance of years past. Says senior 
Tahg Campell "Barring serious in-
juries, I think we have all the tools 
needed to win [the champi-
onship]." 

This year's roster boasts an im-
pressive squad of ninety-five play-
ers, all skilled and eager to play. In 
order to accommodate such num-
bers, practice teams have been 
separated into four complete 
groups on both sides of the ball. 
Needless to say, this has made for 
an exciting and very competitive 
pre-season. 

The Panther's are led this year 
by senior tri-captains Josh Boni-
fas, Brad Somma, and Steve Mon-
niger. These three individuals 
bring together the necessary char-
acter, athleticism, and heart need-
ed to rouse the Panthers to battle. 
They ensure strong and passionate 
leadership, backed up by their per-
formance on the grid-iron. 

Led by the captains, the senior 
class is made up of well seasoned 
and talented veterans of Middle-
bury football. Heading into what 
will be their final season of foot-
ball, the seniors know that their 
time here is almost over. This is the 
season that they will always re-
member in years to come, being 
the last time that they have the 
proud privilege of strapping on 
Middlebury colors and going to 
war with their mates. 

If they can remain healthy, the 
Panthers are looking incredibly 
strong on both sides of the ball. 
The offensive line has been work-
ing hard through the pre-season 
under the guidance of captain 
Somma. Expect juniors Matt Sax-
ton, Todd Brandenberger, Jason 
Clark and Pat Colwell to seal off 
the defense and buy time for the 
offense. 

Juniors Adam Pascal and Jeff 
Sengle look to start in the offensive 
backfield behind the strong lead-
ership of last year's starting and 
record-breaking quarterback 
Brian Coates'99. r -

The wide receiver corps is a 
large and talented group eager for 
time on the field, but look for se-
niors Dave Frye and Brad Martin 

(see Championship, page 14) 

the ball as the keeper hobbled it on 
the goal line, and the Panthers put 
the ball in the back of the net. 

Williams beat Norwich 3-0, and 
the scene was set for a showdown 

between the Purple Cows and 
the Panthers. In a well played 
and hard fought game. Mid-
dlebury prevailed 2-0. The 
goals came from young and 
old alike. Senior captain Lau-

— rie Higginbotham scored 
from deep on the left flank, and 
first-year Alyda Corbett drilled a 
shot from 30 yards out. 

Right now, the Panthers are 
preparing for their first regular 
season match-up which brings the 
Bates College Bobcats to Middle-
bury. The team will be led by its se-
niors, including captains Higgin-
botham and Melissa Barker, as well 
as seniors Amy Goseo, Lina Chick-
ering, Karin Schaper and Sarah 
Gilson. 

The backfield, which has given 
up just three goals in five games 
this pre-season, is solidified by re-
turnees Barker, Chickering, 
Schaper, Elizabeth Mann '99, 
Frances Madsen '99, and strength-
ened by newcomers Corbett, 
Wendy Miner '01 and Megan 
Olsen '01. Thus far, the transition 
game has also been successful for 
the Panthers with the midfield play 
of Gilson, Coseo, Amity Wall '99, 
Amanda Fiedler '01 and Molly 
Holmberg '01. The front line has 
been manned by returners Coseo, 
Wall, Hedda Bernsten '00, Kate 
Stirrat hg'99, and Chrissy Peterson 
'99. 

The Panthers have high hopes 
for the season, as the team has 
been playing very well together. 
Though the early season win over 
Williams may mean little in the 
standings, it was a psychological 
preparation for many good things 
that are to come from this team. 
The Panthers begin their season on 
Saturday, September 13 at home 
against Bates, an NCAA tourna-
ment team last season, and a tough 
first test for the Panthers. 

— - - Men's Sports 
Soccer vs Bates(h) Sept. 13 @ 1:00 
Football vs. Bowdoin(a) Sept. 20 @ 1:30 
Tennis vs. Skidmore(a) Sept. 16 @ 3:30 

Women's Sports 
Soccer vs. Bates(h) Sept. 13 @ 1:00 
Field Hockey vs. Bates(a) Sept. 13 @ 4:30 
Tennis vs. Colbv(h) Sept. 12 @ 4:00 
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